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Narrative of Colledge TranſaQions 
therein related, "is, as we conceive, 
Ions and agrecadle-ro Truth. And 
ſuch other —_— 
azhe Lk there ſed -concerning the 
Maſter of our Colledge, hisbehaviour 
in his Officez we have found by our 
conſtant: obſervation - of the ſame for 
"many years» that there was good 
grounds for Mr, Hothany ſo to ex 
himſelf, In witneſs whereof we 
hereunto ſer our Hands this 17, by 
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THE 


PETITION 


AND 


ARGUMENT 
OF 
Mr. Hotham, 


FF 


Fellow of Peter- Houſe in 
Cambridge , before the Com- 


mittee for Reformation of the 
Unjverſitles, April 10, 1651, 


Againſt the Maſters Negative 
Voice of that Colledge, and for 
a remedy to be granted the Col- 
ledge againſt the uſurpations of 


DoRor Seaman the preſent Maſter, 
agreeable to what was granted by 
Parliament to the City of London, 
An. Dom.1648, for the better ena- 
bling them, in caſe of need, to a& 
as afree Body, without their chief 
Officers concurrence. 


Printed in the Year, 1651. 
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AATAASOL LOGS. S 


To the Honourable , the 


Committee for Reformation 
of the Univerſhitics, 


Right Worthy Senators, 


Hough by reaſon of a ſubru.- 
[ith pudor and love of eaſe 
(the two Cardinal wites of 


my Conſlitution) 1 bave been 
always averſe from ation, 
ner but by [irong enforcement of duty 
| appearing in publige view. And though 
I was never ſo well —_ with ought 1 

could ever yet ſay or do, as to think it 
| worth a rehearſal, much leſs of publicati. 
03,eſpectally in theſe Pamphleting times, 

wherein the glut of Bocks bach rendred 
all mens Palats nauſcous of what is not 
mn its hind excellent and extraordinary © 
| Tet bave I been lately by a ſirong deſire of 
removing thoſe preſſures our Colledge 
hath long groaned under, routed up out 
of my deayling reſt, and native ſhamefaſi* 
neſs, to appear 4 Petitioner before you in 
) ſome cauſes of our commmon concern- 
A 3 ment; 
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ment; in all which, though wearyed 
with the diſcouragement of continual 
fruſtrations (which put both all thoſe 
engaged with me, and others that would 
bave otherwiſe appeared, into a reſolutt- 
tion of no more addreſſes) yet could not 
I fit flill as defpairing , till 1 had made 
this one eſſay more, and deliverd my ſelf 
of this laſt parturience. 

This maſculine birth was no ſooner 
expoſed to the light in your preſence, but 
it was as you may well remember , by 
Doftor Seaman, whoſe prerogative 
it was born to oppoſe, endeavoured to be 
ſtifled with a deluge of vulgar ſlanders, 
viz. Malignity to his perſon, ambitious 
deſire of private promotion, enmity to the 
eſtabliſht Laws and Government of the 
Tniverfity , from all which the Petition 
was I think before your ſelves ſufficiently 
aſſerted 3 but thoſe light aſþer ſions being 
caſulyer born away on the wings of com- 
mon Fame, then that weight of reaſon I 
laid before you for its vindication, 1 bcld 
zt couventent to ſend after them thu par. 
ricnlar memorial of that days proceed- 
ings, that ſo his Calunmics , and this 
Narrative being both heard fheah to. 
gether, the Univerſity , which 1 hnow 
never yet eftecmed me an enemy to its: Go- 
VErmment 
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wernment, may be the bcler enabled to 
give a true judgement, 

But above all, beiag convinced by ſome 
preſent at that devate , that what 1 then 
delivered before you, if pub'iſhed, might 
poſſibly prove both a ſervicecrble light and 
ancentive to ſome generous ſpirits, to the 
contribution of their endeavors to. that 
good reformation by you reſolv'd upon, 
1 could not, (being a moſt devotcd ſervant 
to that publique end) but give way 
to their Counſels, though putting my flow 
Pen to the great pennance of extorting 
from my weak memory, and tranſcribing 
intoa form fit for the Preſs, that rude 
draught of materials I had prepared for 
this work , together with an interſert;* 
on here and there of ſome ſew perti- 
wencies in that tumultuary difpute,euthcr 
omitted or forgatten, 

Imuſt confeſs 1 expcficd, that hiwing 
the ate of the Controver fie, and great 
necd then was of determining it, ſo clear- 
ly laid open before you, 1. In Datta; 
Seamans great wufwillingneſs ſo much 
as 10 anſner whether he laid cliim to a 
negative voyce. 2, In his open diſcovery, 
when more preſsly urged 10 it, of his a- 
wVowance and claim to it» 3. In afull 
and ſatufaftory anſwer to all thoſe ro. 

A 3 ”e 
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bis couli produce in 1:2[lification of this 
claim; That a Declaration of your ſenſes 
og un}? hy negativ? vaice , with ſome 
certain proviſion againſt the uſe of it for 
the future, would have been the nar. 
roweſt reſult of that daycs conſultation. 

And 1 ſu;ther boped that ſome Gentle« 
men of worth would ſo far bave efpouſed 
4 Commonwealth quarrel, as that , if the 
abolition of the Maſters ſupremacy mn 
calling of meetings , and. propoſing of 
queſt;ons at hu own pleaſure were not n 
the Committees power, the matter being 
of a bigh and publique concernments 
ſhould have been (predily reported to the 
bouſe te provide a remedy. 

But 1 will not make any fooliſh ex- 
pettation of mine, 4 rule whereby to judee 
of the reſslutious of wiſer men, 

That Order you were pleaſed to make 
that day, of having a view taken of the 
Statutes of the whole Univerſity, and 
every particu/ar Colledge, was a noble 
and a generous Reſglue 3 and to ſuffer 
your ſelves , from the repreſentation of 
a particular places grievances t0 be 
awakened into a poſitive attivity to- 
wards ax unwverſal reformation, was 4 
thing becoming men of enlarged ſpirits, 
1d that Archipoimenal power you are 
entruſted 
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entruſted with. And in that ſubſequent 
Order of thaſe Gent'emen of the Sub- 
Committee, Dated April 25. I cannot but 
with all dxe icuerence applaud ther 
wiſe admittance of an imtermixture of 
the experience of men beſt kuowing in 
Colledge aff.u7s with their own particus 
lar wiſdoms in this Reformation : you 
gaining by this means a threefold ad- 
Vintage. 

Firſt, The due praiſe of your Honous« 
yable Condeſcent in not aſſerting us to 
ox loſt freedoms by an abſolute power, 
tif there firſt appear in our ſelves a di» 
ſl ke of our former Metamorphoſis, and 
willingneſs to be reſtored, 

Sccondly, A truc knowledge of the cone 
d tio: and temper of the Univerſity in 
the Grniza of its preticular Members, 
and hy it flands affefled to the princt» 
Ples of freedom. 

And thi-dly , Many confide;able diſco» 
w1E5, Which your ſelves out of the bare 
Theory could never hve made, of great 
{[ubſerviency to the clearing of your un- 
derſtandings , not only mu this point of 
freedom,but in all the other parts of your 
intended Reformation. 

Tet give me leave in my rough Nor- 
thern Dialeft to preſent beſore you ſome 

A4 grand 
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grand cbſiruflions, which as to our Col* 
tedge (for 1 defire net 10 inter medile 
further) may poſſibly binder ſuch due con= 
cKrience as might juſily be expeticd. 

The fir{t 1s the Maſter of the Coll cages 
76ſiding at London, who though at that 
diflance from his Charge, he ought to be 
lookt at as a non-ſignificaxt Cypher, yet 
bath he thercby opportunity, by hit great 
intereſt and acquaintance with many of 
your Members, to caſt the prejudices 
of a private and partial information 
again(i whatſoever we ſhall preſent , 
efpecially if iutrenching upon his prero= 
gative. 

Secondly, Though himſelf ſhould fit fill 
and ſay nothing , yet bu known Agent, 
that grave Seignouy , who flands alwaies 
at your elbow], and bath been permitted 
more then once to intermeddle in our 
Colledge affairs , even in the time of 
your private debates, when we of the 
Colledge, who are moſt concerned, were 
commanded to withdraw, and who, by 
the knowledge of your minds he thereupon 
pretends to, bath ſometimes attempted to 
deprave your Orders from your ſenſe, 
yecorded by your publite of This 
man (ill continuing in truſt and refpett 
with you, and I believe of intruding 

his 
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his alloy into the pexning of your Orders, 
cannot but adminiſter us great ground of 
jealouſie, that our beſt endeavous are in 
danger to prove abortive. 

I ſpeak not this without good ground; 
for when we bad once at the beginning of 
theſe troubles a Petition to preſent to 
you z a prudent man of our Society,whoſe 
Judgement we knew concurred with wy 
did refuſe to appear above board upon 
this very ground 5 Our Petition be ſaid 
was wery juſt, and agreeable both to 
Reaſon, and the Colledge Statute, but 
the Tribe of Adoniram would be tao 
ſtrong for us. 

A Gentleman being once to travel into 
France, took with bum a raw (,ountry= 
fellow to wait upon him; the Gentle 
man being arrived at Paris, and ſome 
dayes after, going to ſce the Court, his 
man was very inquifitive of him to 
py which was the King : but being 

1ewn him, would at bulieve ut was he, 
and gave this for bis reaſon, That ſure 
the French were not ſuch fools, when 
they bad among them as he lnew well, 
a grave, able, and learned Councellour 
to make choyce of ( be meant a tall grim 
Switzer, with a great bead, and a long 
beard, which he had obſerved waiting at 
A5 the 
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tiyo K'nzs 6G 1te ) io reject this wiſe man, 


and make chnice of a young youth of not 
thirty year 0'd to be ther King. 


All th: Application I made of it is © 


but this one ſober aviſo, that you beware 
of too much d:pretiating your ſelyes, and 
your Authority z The being but thought 
to Philippiſe,y.zs once a great diſhonour 
ts the famous Ovacle. 

This reverend Switzer is I aſſure you 
lookt at as a great mm,is adored by many, 
and few I think appear before you but 
ſacrifice to him, at leſt ne noceat, aud 
the old Prov:rb of our Chronicle begins 
tg be again remembred ; 


He that will Eng/and win , 
Wirh Scotland muſt ficlt begin, 


I know not whether this plain language 
may d:fÞ!caſe ſome 3 but I hope ſoms in+ 
dulgence will be granted ts a poor Noy- 
the;n man, who hath not yet learned to 
ſpeak ſmooth Engliſh. And beſides, it is 
more agreeable both to the rules of ha* 
eſty and your ixtereſt, that theſe things 
ſhould be declared to you, then whiſpered 
of you. But 1 forget my ſelf. 

Toat this mans finger ( though your 
ſ*! ues I am confident are not aware of it) 
hath 
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bath not been wanting to the penning of 
this Order, 1 do a little (uSpeet. Breanſe 
firſt, Only thoſe members of Colledges en- 
trufted with the Government for the 
time being ( which 1 think in moſt Col» 
ledges are only the Maſter &> two Deans, 
and a Letturer or two) are here called in 
to give their aduice. Sevond'y , That maſ= 
culine expreſſion in your firſt Reſolve of 
reducing the Statutes to ſuch a ſlate as 
may render them moſt conducing to the 
advancement of the intereſt of a Com- 
monvyealth , being in this lattcy Order 
left out , and inſtead thereof, they only 
commanded to conſider what Statutes, 
ec. are prejudicial t0 the preſent Go» 
uernment > whereupon moſi men dt» 
clining your intended ſenſe(of which your 
firſt Reſolve is the beſt Expoſitor) will 
probably confine their underſiandings 
ſolely to the Conſideration of the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, or ſomething 

of that nature, as fit to be aboliſhed. 
Thirdy, In our Colledge, though the 
Maſter and Deans with the Lefturer(and 
Burſar in ſome caſes, ) are ſolely in- 
truſted with the exicutive part of the 
governing power, yet zs every member of 
the ſociety by our Statute, equally ins 
truſted with the Legiſlative. 
Now 
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Now there aye lately five Fellows 
Put in by Order of this Committee, who 
thouzh none of them have yet attained 
the degree of Mallcy of Arts, and ſo are 
not yet micn in an Univerſfuty account, 
yet muſt they ( being by your ſpecial Or- 
ders made compleat Fellows a year before 
their time ) though utterly ignorat of 04? 
Statutes, unexpcrienced in Colledge af- 
fairs, and beſides, all but one of them, 
by their ſeveral relations to the Maſier, 
moſt devoted ts bis intereſt, have equal 
Votes in this grand Tranſatiion with 1 
of ancienteſt (landing and experience, 
which muſt needs produce waſt obſtrufti= 
04s, and perhaps returns of contradiftory 
opinions oefore your Tribunal, And theſe 
young lads opinions, being in the moſt 
material points, ſure to have the Maſters, 
either private or publike abettance, accor- 
ding to whoſe private. inſlruftions they 
will aſſured'ly aft,"ty not uncaſie to judge 
by former ſucceſſes what us like to be the 
event 1n thy. 

Fourth!y,It being unlikely that you will 
finde in other Colledges, a number confi. 
derable to the major part to declare for 
any conſiderable mutation, where no op - 
preſſrove miſcarriage of their chief Officer 
bath awakened them into a diſtaſte of 
thety 
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their preſent abſolute Monarchy 3 its 
improbable our Colledge lying under ſuch 
diſcouragements will adventure to be 
ſingular, 

Fifthly, That which is likely to prove 
the main obſtruttion of all, is mens jea- 
loaſies of thoſe hazzards they may incur by 
a fruitleſs Declaration of their ſenſes in 
points tending to the advancement of 4 
Commonywealti) intereſt, your ſelves bas 
ving not yet declared your own ſenſes m 
favorr of the cauſe of Liberty, which 
makes ſome fear, that their profeſſion of 
ſome free principles may ( though un= 
doubtedly far from your honorable inten» 
tions) prove in the event, but an aſ= 
ſembling themſelves, though honeſt men, 
to the fate of Baals Prieſts, 1 mean the 
rage of that Samaritan, whoſe corrupt 
intereſt they oppoſe. 

But if your ſelv?s, upon whoſe coun* 
tenances all men will look as the magne- 
tich Pole-(tars of their motion, would but 
ſhew your ſelves ſo far propitions to the 
cauſe of Liberty, as to paſs but by way 
of earneſt, a previous Declaration of 
your ſenſes againſt the prerogative of Pe- 
ters Chair, whoſe root lies already bare 
aud disfaſtened by reaſons , axes and 


maitochs, and wants but exe ſtroke of 
your 
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your authority to lay it level with the 
ground z this wou'ld indeed erve ſome 
incouragement ts ou! fainting reſoluti- 
Ons. 

But if the redreſs of our grievance 
muſt be deferr'd till a perſeft new model 
of all thoſe Statutes have waded through 
that infinitude of almoſt inſuperable 0b. 
ſtrutftions jt will meet with : 1 cannot but 
look at our Cauſe as neer deſperate, or at 
leaſt ſhail of poor Peter- houſe take up my 
Proverb, and ſay, Dum conſulitur 
Romz, capitur Saguntum ; whz/e bclp 
from our friends of the Roman Repub. 
lich is delayed, our Liberties are left as a 
prey 3 and thoſe that appear d for it, as 
a ſcorn to the inſulting enemy, who now 
having obtain' d his will in your ejeftion 
of one clefted by the Prefident and Fel- 

lows ; of which you have an account 
annext to the latter end of this Relation, 
and by own Sizer a Londoner put by 
you into that Fellowſhip, though deſfogn'd 
our Founder for a Northren man ; and 
baving laſily got thu deſired advantage of 
baving thu great c:ntrover fie left in 
ſatu quo, and drown'd in that unfa- 
thomable Ocean of the univerſal view, 
and Reformation of the great body of our 
Colledge and Univer ſitie Statutes ( -_- 
tHas 


—_ 
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that ſouldier , who being told he muſt 
anſwer for ſome yards of cloth he bad 
ſmatch't out of a Merchants ſhop, at the 
day of Judgement , merrily retorted ; that 
might ke have ſo long a day gruen him, he 
would take the whole piece) puts the 
evil day afay off ; and as I hear impo= 
tently boaſts himſelf your onely Favorite, 
and the Society as a deſpiſed handful, 
not otherwiſe look't at then as a beap 
of dead flones , except when it ſhall 
pleaſe himſelf to animate us into a Fa. 
brick. 

Thu 1 can attribute to nothing ſomuch 
as thoſe his Punich Ambuſca'ds where- 
with be bath hitherto prevail'd againſt 
our more apert Roman Militia ; 1 mean 
thoſe ſecret whifperings inflill'd , I fear 
into their ears, whom he hath free acceſs 
to, of bis being the author of all their 
eſſences in Peter-houſe, who now lift up 
their heels againſt bim, of a Fatlion, and 
1 know not what plot , to make way for 
building up an#ther mans promotion out 
of his ruins 5 which groundleſs ſcandals, 
lying perhaps as a prepoſſeſiion in many 
mens belief, cannot but prove a heavy 
obſlyutflion in their way who have done, 
07 (hall furiber appear his adverſaries. 
But 1 hope you will in time _ 


(16) 

how uſual a ſtratagem it hath alwaies 
been of tyrants , to defile thoſe that ap- 
peared for Reformation with ſuch like 
ſtanders. | 

And when Truths Story comes to be 
told in to your other ear, which I bope is 
reſerved empty for us the Fellows ; theſe 
daughters of Falſhood will hide their 
faces, and vaniſh into nothing 1 could 
my ſelf with a little more of your patience . 
reftifie your judgements of thoſe preju> 
dices, were I ſure there were necd of it . 

But I have detained you too long. . 

Be pleaſed to accept of theſe Remon+ 
ſtrances, which, lefl the Publication 
might be miſinter preted an appeal to 0- . 
thers 3 I crave the boldneſs to Dedicate 
in all humulity to your ſelves, not doubt- 
ing, but that that candid and favourable 
attention of yours, which honoured their 
firft privater birth,will not deny its pro» 
pitious influence upon this their more 
publike produttion. 

And that you will every way approve 
your ſelves anſwerably to that honourable 
Stile you bear, The Committee for Re- 
formation, is the confidence , And 
will atwazes be the Prayer of 


Your meancRt Servant, 
Ch, Hotham, 
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To my moſt dear and ever ho- 


noured friends, the Fellows 
of Peter-houſe in Cambridge, 


Gentlemen of our ancient Society, 


a Hcn I caſt my eye 
Tu your experien - 
” - pan nhkes 2 and 
the unparallcl'd hap- 
3 pineſls I have long 
& enjoyed in my con- 
verſes with you, I 
cannot but wiſh my (elf able to ere& 
ſome laſting momument, whereon to 
engrave my deep ſenſe of both to per. 
petuity, 

Bur my ſhort power ſinking ſo infi- 
nitely beneath my own defire, and 
your deſert, I am enforced rather then 
be altogether unfriorful, ro preſent you 
wich this barren Efſay of my endea» 
vours for our common freedom; which 
coming now to ſee the publike light, 
is (next to our general ProteRors, to 
whoſe 


(18) 
whoſe Honourable inſpeRion over us, 
we mult needs ſay, we owe our pre- 
ſervation) devoted to your ſervice 
and acceptance. 

I know you will a little wonder at 
this opener appearance of this Petition 
and Argument, which I think you ne- 
ver looked I would have been (oad- 
venturous as to have ſuffered to ſee ſo 
much light as ic did in your view be- 
fore the Commitree. 

For, to appear againſt the intereſt of 
a man (o generally befriended,by ſome 
upon point of ancient acquaintance, 
and opinion of his holineſs ; by others 
upon his high merit in the ſeceſſion 
from his former Principles and party 
he was 2 head of, to an abſolute com-+ 
plyance with the ſtrongeſt (word, even 
co a preaching up the preſent powers 
Authority, out of the very ſame 
Texts and Principles which were for- 
merly made uſe of by the Regal Para- 
ſites , ro eſtabliſh that bljnd obedience 
we all declared and fough: agaih(t ; 
for a meer ſervant of principles to 
contend againſt a ſerver of times, 
ſuck a good loyall ſubjeR, and perfe& 
tool of State , that hath like the com- 
plying Knight of old, confeſt even 

Boots 
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Boots and Spurs and all, and reſolved 
a}l kis former iff principles into that 
one of a ſupple, ſervile obedience to 
the ſtrongett (word, was, I know both 
you and all men elſe will (ay, a deſpe- 
rate attempt, and more ſmelling of ja- 
yegile heat, then a ſedate wiſdom, 

I confe(s, if my love of Juſtice, and 
honourable eſteem of our Judges in- 
tegrity had not been much ſtronger 
then any humane hopes of ſucceſs, [ 
had never imployed my endeavours 
upon ſo improbable an adventure. 

Bur you know my profeſt principle 
hath alwaies been, thar a true Chrilti. 
ans motions ſhould be guided by that 
one ſingle internal principle of righ- 
reouſnels, that where duty cals to 
ation , there our work is timply to 
contribute an endeavour, leaving 
ſucceſſes to him that is Lord of all : 
That that man is not worthy the name 
ofa Chriſtian, nor fit to be an in- 
Krument of any remarkable good, thac 
will nor prodigally advencure the loſs 
of his repute, as well as labour in mil - 
carriages, for the poſlible accomplith- 
ment of a righceous end. 

Whereupon ſome of yeu may poſ- 
ſibly remember, that when we were 
upon 
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upon that firſt attempt of Petirioning 
the Committee againſt the Maſters 
man, being made Fellow of our Col- 
ledge, and the intruſion of young 
Lads into the Colledge-government, 
though I both —_ and —_ 
Joyned with you In thoſe (I think) ju 
requeſts, yet I always ſaid we were 
thus far comparatively unjuſt , in that 
we unbecomingly ſpent our pains in 
hewing at a few excrementitious 
branches, and did not rather lay the 
Ax to the root of the tree, wit. the 
Mifter himſelf, and his uſurped prero- 
gative, who by denying us our right of 
ele&ions , had been the true Original 
of all thoſe miſchicfs, 

For as for thoſe youngſters, they 
having no truſt upon them to the 
contrary, if they did a little over= 
eagerly feck their own promotion, 
it was but a private error, a fin of their 
age, rather th.n judgement, 

But for DoRor Scaman, a Patriat- 
chiall pretender to Religion, and en- 
eruſlked wich the Patronage of the 
Colledge rights , to betray them and 
us to his own corrupt deſign of new 
modclling the Colledge, and mold- 
ing up a party devoted to his own 

ends, 
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ends, was in him an unpardonable 
tranſgreſſion, and in us eſpecially, who 
had appeared againſt lefler oenders, 
not altogether excuſable ro ſuffer ir 
without endeavouring a remedy, 


Dat veniam Corvis, vexat cenſurd 
Columbas. 


But you perhaps not thinking fit to 
engage againſt an intereſt apparently 
too ſtrong for us, or defiſting upon 
other reaſons beſt known to your 
wiſdoms, I thought fit however to ac« 
quit my (elf from the blame of my own 
conſcience by my fingle engagement 
againſt that deſtruRive prerogative, 
which I was the, rather willing to do 
upon my own fingle adventure, be. 
cauſe if I prevailed, the Community 
would be a gainer ; if not, the loſs of 
labour, and the diſrepure was only my 
own. 

Beſides, I was ſure you were all 
throughly perſwaded of my ſouls can- 
dor in the attempt, and that none of 
thoſe by reſpe&s our Malignant and 
ungodly Maſter charged me with, bur 
onely the publike good was my ſole 
and fincere aim, both in this and other 
tranſaRions, 
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tranſaRions, whercin I have appeared 
croſs to his deſigns. And ſo whatever 
error I might commit in the manage* 
ment of this affair, I promiſed my (elf 
from you, whoſe cenſure I only valued, 
an eafie pardon, 

Yet in all this proſecution of our 
cauſe of liberty, you ice I have hitherco 
aced with ſuch tenderneſs to him L 
oppoſed. as to aim onely at the re- 
moveal of hrs hurtful preres, ive. rot 
bis perſon ; but ſecing, he k-th ro his 
form:r miſcariages ad '«d this Capital 
Aranigrifſion,ot ſeeking ro caſt a pub= 
like diſgrace upon the Piefident and 
whole Society, wkoſe honur and im- 
munities ke was bound to defend, I 
hope it will not be thought injuſtice 
if that perſonal charge againſt him 
(which if produced before, would have 
come in onely as a needleſs (upernu- 
merary motive to the enforce ment of 
my Petition) being reſerved as yet in- 
tire,be in its due time, when ſome for- 
malities yet wanting ſhall be ready, 
produced againſt kim to his amotion, 

Andif ir ſhould ever be our good 
_ diſcharge our ſelves of ſo unne- 

cellary a burthen, I ſee for my own 

part no reaſon why the Kingly Office 
in 
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in Pete/- Houſe may not well be 2» 
boliſhed, and he who ſhall as Preſidenc 
be cle&ed yearly to ſupply the place, 
content himſelf for his pains with the 
ſKipend allowed by the Founder, and 
ſo the State become exonerated of the 
charge of that augmentation, 

Nor do I ſee why we ſhould diſtruſt 
that Government in our Corporation, 
of which all the Corporations through» 
out the whole Nation have ſuch ample 
experience, eſpecially we having found 
by a more then fix years experience 
of our own, that all the good ends 
of Government have been attained 
with us by a Preſident and Fellows 
in the Maſters abſence, much better 
then in his preſence, 

Yet I ſpeak not this at all in relation 
to other Colledges, whoſe conſtitution 
may be different from ours, and who 
bave perhaps found great benefit re. 
dounding to their Communities from 
their ſeveral Maſters vigilancy and 
faithfulneſs to the common intereſt. ©' 

ButI hope the Mafter of our Col- 
ledge will be ſo wiſe in his generation, 
as to cut off the Clue from theſe re- 
more deſigns, by making uſe of that 
old Statute, de promoty, together _ 
that 
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that preſent intereſt he hath In many 
Members of the Honorable Commir« 
tee, to rid me firſt out of his way; a 
thing moſt of you know he hath oft 
threatned me with, but could never 
yet by ſuch means ger me to bate him 
one Ace of my open oppoſition to his 
deſigns, where my judgement engaged 
ie to It, 

I know moreover what obſtrugion 
he is able to lay in my way ( without 
once being ſeen In it himſelf) whenſo- 
ever I ſhall come to lay claim co my 
Lancaſhire inheritance ; bur it is my 
reſolution, God willing, to go on as 
Juſtice ſhall call, Rraight forward, 
without looking aſide, either to the 
right hand or to the left, 

Nor ſhall the hazard either of my 
Fellowſhip, or five or fix hundred 
pounds a year to boot, deter me from 
doing ought wherein i may advance 2 
publike good, with reſpe& to that wor 
thy Society, to whom I ſhall, while I 
enjoy life, endeayour to approve my 
ſelf 

A moſt affeRionate 


and faichful Servant, 


Ch, Hothanm. 


| 
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Viceſimo Otavo Februar, 1648. 


An AR of the Commons 


of England in Parliament afem- 
bled, for removing ObſtruRions in 
the proceedings of the Common» 
Councel of the City of Lozdon. _ 


Th: Commons of EFngland' in Pats 
litament aſſembled, do enact and 02- 
dain) aud be it enacted and ozdatinedb 

the Authozity afozeſaid » that in al 
times to come» the Lo2d £Bajo: vf the 
ſaid City of London , ſo often, and ar 
ſuch time as any ten 02 moze of. the 
Common-Conncel-men do by wiiting 
nnder their hands, requeſt oz deſire 
him thereuntozſhall ſummon, aſſemble, 
and hold a Tommon-Councel. And if 
at any time» being ſo required o2 deſi- 
red, he ſhall fail therein» then the ten 
ptrfons, 02 moe» making fuch requeſt 
o2 deſire, ſhall Have power » and are 
hereby authozized by witing winder 
their hand to (ſummon) 02 cauſe to be 
ſummoned to the laid CTouncel, the 
members belonging thereunto » in as 
ainple maner as the Lozd Majoz him- 
ſelf uſually hath done. And that the 
members appearing upon the ſame 
ſummons,Setng of the number of fozty» 
oz mo2e» ſhalt become a Common- 
Conncel, And that each Officer,whoſe 
> aq te + nia wo $55 yer ry, I» By wy % 174 
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the members of the (aid Councel, ſhall 
perfozm the ſame from time to tines 
uponthe Marrant 02 Command of ten 
perſons 02 moze (0 autho213ed as a- 
fozeſaid, And it is further enacted and 
02dained by Autho:ity afo2eſaidzthat in 
e Common-Councel hereafter to 
be aſſembled, the Lozd MPajo: of the 
ſatd City fo2 the time being, o: in his 
abſence ſuch Locum tenens as he ſhall 
appoint, and in default thereof the el- 
deſt Alderman etents if any be, and 
foz waur of (ſuch Alderman,o2 in caſe of 
hisneglect,o2 refuſalthereinzthen any 0- 
ther perſon, member of the (aid Toun- 
cel» whom the Commons pLcſent in the 
ſaid Councel ſhall chuſe, ſhall be from 
time to time Pzefident oz Chair-man 
of the ſaid Conncel, and ſhall cauſe and 
ſuffer all things offered to, 02 pzopoſed 
in the ſatd Councel, to be fairly and 
o2derly debated, put to the Queſtion, 
WUoted and Determined in and by the 
lame Councel, as the mnajoz part of the 
members p:eſent in the ſaid Countcel 
ſhall deſire, o2 think fir : and in every 
Core which ſhall paſs, and in the other 
ons s of the (aid Touncel:neither 
the Lozd Wajoz no2 Aldermen, joynt 
o2 ſeperate» ſhall have any negative oz 
diſtinct CLoyce oz Cote, othcrwiſe then 
with and among: and as part of the reſt 
of the members of the ſaid Countcel ; 
and in the ſame manner as the other 
members have : And that the abſence 
and withdzawin of the Lozd Majo: o2 
Aldermen from tbe ſaid Councel, fhall 
not ſtop 02 p2ejudice the Nocredngs 

[ 
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of the ſaid Councel. And that every 
Common-Councel which ſhall be held 
in the City of London ſhall fit and con- 
tinue fo long as the majo2 part of the 
Councel ſhall think fit, and ſhall not be 
diſſolved 02 adjourned, but by, and ac- 
coding to the ozder 02 conſent of the 
majo2 part of the lame Councel- And 
that all the Aotes and Acts of the (af 
common-Councel, which was held :3- 
Januarii laſts after the departure of the 
Lozd MWajoz from the (ame CTouncel. 
And* allo all Uotes and Acts of every 
Common-Councel hereafter to de 
held, chall be from time to time duly 
Regiſtced as the Uotes and Acts of the 
{aid Councel have uſed to be done 
time paſt- And be it further enactey 
and o2dained by the autho}icy afoze- 
ſaid, that every Officer which ſhall fit 
in the (aid Tonncel, ſhall be from time 
fo time cholen by the ſaid Councelz and 
ſhall have (uch reaſonable allowance oz 
ſalary foz his pains and ſervice therein, 
as the Conncel ſhall think fit. And that 
every {ſuch Dfficer ſhall attend the ſaid 
Common-Councel : And that all Acts 
and Reco2ds, and Regiſter-Books be- 
longing to the ſaid City»fhall be ertant 
to be peruſed and ſearched into by eve- 
ry Citizen of the (aid City» in the p2e- 
ſence of the Officer who ſhall have the 
charge of keepinx thereof, who is heres 
by required to attend foz the lame purs 
poſt. 


Hen, Scobel Cler. Parliament. 
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The Honour 


the Committee for 


Reformation of the 
Umverſites. 


The Humble Petition of 


(harls Hotham, Fellow of 
Peter- Houſe in Cambridge. 


Sheweth, 


Hat whereas in all Societies 
of men incoyporate, gyeat 
evils do uſually ariſe from the 


too exoi bitant power of theiy 
chief Officer, not annually elefted to bis 
Truſt ; the ſad experience whereof our 
CoRledge hath of late felt, the Maſter 
afſumng to himſelf, or his Preſident (if 
preſent) the ſole power of Convocating 
and diſſolving of pub'the Meetings, and 
propoſing of LDucſlions at bis own 
pleaſure z and ſometimes refuſing to al 
according to the dettymination of the 
madjer part ; and all this onely for want 
of our Founders ſufficiently expreſſing his 
B 3 mmde 
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mide in 4 Statute of our Colledge 3 
wherein be Wills, that the Maſter ſhould 
in the Arduous affairs of the Colledge, 
conſult with the Fellows in Common, 
and ſtand to the determination of the 
major and ſounder part, but hath through 
the uncertainty of the laft exprefſwn, left 
a gaÞ open tothe exerciſe of an Arbitrary 
power z and beſides, conflituted no penal» 

tothe Maſter at any times upon ſmti= 
fer ends, refuſing to do bis duty in that 
kinde, nor provides the Colledge of any 
way for calling of Meetings, or making 
of Atts in form valid, without bis, or 
hy Preſidents concurrence. 

And ſeeing the Parliament hath always 
adjudged this unlimitted power in the 
ſupream Officer of the Nation, of a dan- 
gerous and defirutiive nature to the 
weal publie, and hath further proceeded 
ſo far, as to reſtrain the ſame in the City 
of London, where yet the danger is not 
ſo great, as im our ſmaller Corporation, 
their chief Officer being annually change= 
able, and new elefted tobis Truft : Ke 
0475, one and the ſame during the whole 
term of bis life. 

May it therefore pleaſe this Ho+ 

noy able Committee, for prevention 
of future miſchiefs, and for (jauti 
08 
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on that this root of Corruption left 
in one of the ancienteft Fountains 
of youths education do not fpread 
out its permtious branches to 
gang/ene the whole Nation. To 
Ordain, That from henceforth the 
Maſter ſhall not aſſume to himſelf, 
07 bis Prefident,ſuch an exorbitant 
power, but that he or bis Prefi» 
dent, or the Senior Fellow of thoſe 
preſent at bone, (ball at any time, 
upon the deſire of two of the [tun 
Scnior Fellows, left with him in 
writing under their hands, call a 

meeting at ſome ſeaſonable time, 

within forty eight hours aſter their 
defrre ſo fegnified 3 and (hall at 
that,and all other meetings propoſe 
to the Society [uth queſiions as the 
major part ſhall think fit, and not 
diſſolve any meeting without cons 
ſent of the major part: And laſily, 
ſball not aſſume to himſelf any 

Negative or diſinft waice, other. 
wiſe then as one member of the 
Aſſembly, and in the ſame manner 
as other menzvers have, but (hall 
according to the duty of his place 
dnly and without delay put 11 ex- 
ecution the determination of the 

B 4 ſaid 
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{aid mazor part, and all this to be 
cftabliſht under a ſuffcient pena'ty; 
the want of which 1s the greateſt 
encouragement to mortal men ts 
| * And that in caſe the Mas 

or bis Preſident, or Senior Fel. 
low then preſent, ſhall refuſe upon 
ſuch. defrre of two of the Seniors, 
&. abowveſaid, to call a meeting, 
then they themſelves to be autbs- 
rizedtocall a meeting 3 and ſuch 
of the Fellows as ſhall meet 
upon their ſummons, if there be 
above . ſeven then at home, to be 
impoweed to. chuſe a Preſident 
for that time, and to be a Colledge 
Aſſembly to all intents and purpo- 
ſes 3 And what ſhall paſs m ſuch 
Aſſembly ſe Conuvocated by the Se- 
mor Fellow of thoſe preſent at 
bome, or the two Senior's above 
Jaid, to be yeputed au Afi of the 
Colledge, as walid, as if the ſame 
meeting had been Convocated by the 
Maſter or his Preſident : And be- 
cauſe great inconvenience may oft 
enſue by the Maſter and bis Preſ- 
dent, being both abſent together, 
our Statutes baving ia ſuch caſe 
provided the Colledee of no Gover- 
wor 
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nor in chief. Your Petitioner doth 
further pray, that it may be ore 
dained, 
That in caſe the Maſler and 
his. Preſident, ſhall be both 
abſent, that then the Scnivr 
Fellow of thoſe preſent at 
bome, may, till the Maſters, 
or his Preſidents return , be 
impowred as Preſident , 
to all intentsand purpoſes, as 
if he were by the Maſler 
nominated, and appointed 
to that Office. 

And your Petitioner, 
with the whole Col- 
ledge, delivered from 
the oppreſſions and 
uſurpations of an Ar* 
bitrary power, by the 
Wiſdom and Fuſlice 
of this Honorable 
Commutee, 

Shall ever pray,&c, 


Þ 5 This 


(34) 


This Petition was firſt preſented 
and read before the Committee March 
27. at which time DoRor Scamar 


urg'd that this controverlie would 


concern the whole Univerſity, and 
therefore was unke to be fingled our 
alone, but rather ſhould fall in with the 
conſideration of the whole bulk of the 
Colledge and Unlverkity Statures now 
under conſideration of the Committee 
of Viſitors at Cambridge; but the Com» 
mittee then looking at this as a dila» 
tory ſubrerfuge, accepted of the Peti- 
tion, aſſizn'd a day for taking it into 
furcher conſideration, granting me 
ſummons for ſuch of the Society as I 
defir'd for Witneſſes in caſe of need. 
The Maſter having the like liberty to 
nominate whom he pleas'd, bur pitch'd 
upon none. This was the Order, 


March 29, 1651. 
Alt the Committee for Roformation 
of the Unroverſtties, 


{ Jam that the Petition of Mr, 
Charls Hotham, Fellow of Peter- 
houſe in the Ueiver ſity of Cambridge, 
ths day preſented to this Committee, be 
taken into conſideration on thu day 

fortnight, 
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fortnight, and that Dr. Francius, Mr. 
Clerk 3 Mr. Brock, and Mr. Samms 
ſeaior, Fellows of the ſaid Houſe, do in 
perſon attend this Committee, to inform 
this Committee of what they [now con» 
cerning the matter of the ſaid Petition, 
and that in the mean time the Maſter and 
Fellows of the ſaid Houſe have a Copy of 
the ſaid Petition if they think fit. 

James Chaloner, 


On the day appointed, being April 
10.being defarous to have the cauſe 
heard at as full a Comnikctee as mighe 
be, I artended ſome time in the Hall 
wich this following Petition for a re- 
vival of the bafock, 


To the Honorable Committee for 
Reformation of the Univer fities. 


The Humble Petition of Charls Hoe 
tham, Fellow of Pcerter»Houſe, 


Sheweth, 
' whereas your Petitioner on the 
27, of March laſt paſt having re» 
preſented to this Honourable Come 
micree the great inconveniencies rev 
dounding to that Colledge, of mn 
: 
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he is 2 member, from the too exorbi- 
rant power exerciſed by the Maſter of 
the. ſaid Colledge, for want of our 
Founders ſufficient declaration of his 
mind in a Statute, wherein he willeth 
that the Maſter ſhall i arduz Collegit, 
conſult the Fellows in common, and 
Rand ro the judgement of the major 
and ſounder part : For the more full 
and certainexecution of which Statures, 
your Petitioner did humbly pray, That 
ſuch remedies as-were in that Petition 
ſpecified, might be ordained by the 
wiſdem of this Honorable - Com. 
mitree. 

Upan. which-defire of your Peri» 
tioner, it was then Ordered, that the 
ſaid Peti:ion ſhould be taken into 
confiderationon that day fortnight,and 
that Dr. Francizs. MreClerh, Mr. Brock, 
and Mr, Sams, Fellows of the ſaid eh 
ledge,ſhould be required to attend here 
in perſon, to inform this Honorable 
Committee what ſhould be thought 
requiſite concerning the matter of the 
ſaid Petirion. 

Now therefore your Petitioner doth 
humbly pray, that this being the 
day 7 rs for the ſaid hearing 
{and the Fellows of the Colledge 

which 
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which were ſummon'd being here 
in perſon,ready to attend the plea- 
ſure of this HonorableCommittee) 
that the ſaid Petition may be again 
read, and your Petitioner may be 
heard to make good his Petition, 
by ſuch proofs of reaſon,or witneſs, 
as the nature of che thing-ſhall re- 
quirez And your Petitioner, as 
in duty bound. (hall in all humility 
await ſuch ſentence, as ſhall upon 
full hearing of all parties con- 
cerned be awarded by the Wiſdom 
and Juſtice of this Honorable 
mictee, 


And ſhall ever pray, &c. 


But this ſhort Perition prov'd 
uſeleſs; for my former large Petition 
was reſum d withour any motion of 
mine, and .mach ſooner then my 
expectation , 

Bur after the fi:ſt clauſe of the Petri» 
tion was ſcarce read. Doctor Seaman 
iaterpos'd a motion, that the further 
reading of ic might be ſuſpended, till a 
private bulineſs, which he ſaid was the 
true original of all theſe commorions, 
were firſt heard. So the Perition was 
2t his motion laid afide,and the privare 
8 þulineſs 
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bufineſsfrſt brought upon rhe tage:rhe 
Hue of which, falling out ſtrangely to 
his content, the Committee was made 
believe this was the ſubſtance of the 
wholecontroverſie;thereneedednow no 
farther hearing of the publick Petition, 

Now as for that private bufineſs, 
ſeeing he hath chriſtened it with the 
name of publick, I have atthe latter 
end of this Narrative made It publick 
for his ſake. 

But nothing diſcourag'd with this 
unexpeRed event of that diſpute, I 
went in again to the Committee, in- 
formed a noble Gentleman there pre- 
ſent, I had a Petition there of great 
concernment, which I defired might 
be read, and my (elf heard ſpeak to it, 
So at his motion the Petition was 
reſumed, - 

After 'twas read, Dr. Seaman , I 
think, firſt ſpake ſomething to it 3 but 
to what effeR, I have utterly forgotten, 
and ſhall be glad to be remembred of 
It by himſelf. 

When he had done ſpeaking,I mov'd 
the Committee, that tor laying a clear 
foundation, whereupon to ground the 
debate, he might be askt the queſtion, 
Whether he laid claim to a negative 
Ran - 
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His anſwer was, firft, that he did not 
deſire to anſwer to any queſtion, till 
commanded to it by the Committee ; 
bur p_ a while,and perceiving by a 
general ſilence of all the members, 
that a more full anſwer was expeRed, 
He Rill (ubrilly declining an anſwer 
to the queſtion , tells chem we had 
many ſorts of Colledge. meetings 3 
that the Maſter was ſometimes to con=- 
ſulr with the Deans onely, ſometimes 
-with 5 or Gof the Seniors ; but in the 
arduous affairs of the Colledge, he was 
to conſult with the Fellows in com- 
mon, and to ſtand to the judgement of 
the major part, This now ſeem'd,atfirſt 
view, aclear acknowledgement of his 
being bound up in the major part, in 
meetings of the whole Society preſent, 

And any man not acquainted with 
his methods, would have thought the 
controverſie had been at an end, and 
that the DoRor was ſcandall'd in my (o 
munch as intimating that he had laid 
clalm to a negative voyce, 

Bur as 'tewill appear, he meant no. 
thing leſs, For firſt, chough he acknows 
ledged himſelf bound in ar4wis to cons 
ſulc the Fellows in common , yet 
nothing appear'd, but that he _ = 

ay 
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ſery'd the judgement of that arduztyas a 
prerogative within his own breſt ; ſo 
that the Society for meetings, though 
never ſo much needed, mult depend 
upon his pleaſure,which was one of the 
chief grievances, againſt whick a reme- 

dy was-petition'd for. 
$econdly,notwithſtandinghis ſeeming 
acknowledgement of being tied by the 
major part ; yet being further urg'd ro 
declare whether he did not from that 
additional expreflion in our Statute of 
the ſounder part, challenge to kimſelf 
a deciſive judgement which was the 
ſounder part, fo as that he might 
judge the lefſer part the ſounder, and 
be thereupon abſolv'd from ſtanding 
to the judgement of the major part ; he 
could then keep himſelf in the darkneſs 
no longer, butproduc't two Statutes 
for his negative voyce, The one, cx- 
tending onely to the proof of his nega= 
tive voyce over the two Deans, was an 
interpretation made a hundred and - 
fifry years, or more, after the firſt 
compiling of our Statutes. In theſe 
words, ** Item fi aliquid ex Statuto fit 
* determinandum per Magiſtrum , &r 
*© Decanos concernens eorum officia , 
© Magiſter C oliegtt, &* unud Decangrum 
* alia 
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© aliquid decreverint, flabit pro rato, && 
© 6 dxo Decani decreverint, &+ Magiſtey 
& Collegii non conceſſerit, pro nullo ba» 
©Gbeatur. Moreover if any thing be to be 
determined according to Statute by the 
Maſter and Deans by vertue of thelr 
office : If the Maſter of the Colledge 
and one of the Deans decree any 
thing, it ſhall ſtand as valid : and If 
the.rwo Deans ſhall decree, and the 
Maſter of the Colledge not Conſent, 
It ſhall be accounted null and void, 

But this proy'd not at all a negative 
Yoyce over the major part of the Fel- 
lows aflembled in a meeting. 

The other (being themain pillarof his 
cauſe) was the Univerſity Statute, which 
he read to theCommirte in theſe words, 

** In onibus & fingulis eleflionibus 
& 2am. Sociorum, Diſcipulorum , Scho- 
«© larium, Officiariorum, LeForum, reli- 
** quor ing, membrorum cuſuſgy Collegii, 
"© 044/18 in omnibus &> ſag nlis locationie 
«A pus , & conceſſionibus quibuſcung., 
© neceſſarid requirendus eſt Magiſtri ſroe 
« Prepoſiti illius Collegii aſſenſus & 
& conſenſus. Et quod bene licebit 
© Magjfiris foe Prepofitis Collegiorum, 
&« in ſuis Collegiis, þ quando ikis 
© neceſſarinw widebithr , omnes illas 
® p@nas 
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© pwnas exercere in delinquentes, quas 
& aliquis O fficiariorum iNins Collegis per 
«$ratuta ejuſdet Collegii imponere poſſit. 
In all and every ele&ion, as well of 
Fellows, Scholars, Officers, Le&urers, 
and other Members of every Colledge, 
an in all and every letting and conceſ- 
fion whatſoever, the afſent and conſent 
of the Mafter of the Colledge is neceſ- 
farily to be required : and that it ſhall 
be lawful for the Maſters or Provoſts 
in their ſeveral Colledges to infli& up- 
on offenders all thoſe penalties which 
any of the Officers of that Colledge 
may impoſe by the Starutes of the ſame 
Co wage, 
Theſe Statutes ke (aid ( but proved 
it not ) were confirm'd by AR of Par. 
liament : To which 'rwas anſwer'd, 
That {rs true, the Univerſity Charters 
were confirm'd by A& of Parliament, 
but as 1 believ'd, nor the Statnres ; no 
further coufirm:ton that I know of ap- 
pearing, mcre then by the ſame Com- 
miſſioners, who reviewed our Col- 
ledge—Statutes ; which as far as 1 
knew , there was as good ground 
to believe were confirmed by Parlha— 
ment,as thoſe of the Uuniverhiy. 

He further added, that that which 1 
charged 
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charged as a fault upon him, vir, 
the relying upon his own wiſdom, I was 
chiefly guilry of ir my ſelf, in prefer— 
ring a Peririon of my own head, with. 
out firſt asking the advice and conſent 
of the Fellows, who did nor appear any 
way tO own it ; toall which allegatl- 
ons of his, my anſwer, direRed to 
the Chairman of the Commitcee, was 
as follows. 


S1R, 
] 2<nowledge it may to this grave 
Aſſembly ſeem ſtrange, and perhaps 
ſmelling of prefumprion, 

that in a buſineſs wherein the good of 
the whole Colledg is prete t0g ONe 
man onely ſhould appear to owa It, 
and he neither the fr nor ſecond Se» 
nior of the Colledge, nor yet publickly 
employed by the Society for the mak- 
ing of ſuch attempe : Bur I hope ifthe 
high conſequence of the matter preſene. 
ed, and greatne(s of the fon , or 
rather intereſt to be oppoſed, and how 
unwilling men of ——_ and (uffer= 
ing ſpirits have alwales been co engage 
themſelves in high conteſts, and how 
loth modeſt men are to ask that which 
they cthigk may probably be _ 
them 
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them, be well conſidered, this wonder 
will ſoon ceaſe, And to take away the 
imputation of preſumption , I have 
onely this to ſay, that had I known of 
any man that would have taken upon 
him this razk, I ſhould moſt willingly, 
according to that man direQions , 
elther have fitten ill, or ſeconded him 
in the meaneſt of ſervices tending to 
the advancement of this cauſe. But I 
knew ofnone, & beſides,had,above the 
reſt of the Society,theſe ſpecial engage. 
ments obliging me to this endeayour. 

I, Firſt at the time of my preſenting 
the Petition, I was one of the Deans 
of the Colledge, an Officer intruſted 
by the Founder, not onely as an aſſt» 
Rant to the Maſter in the Colledges 
Government, but likewiſe as one of 
the Ephori of Sparta, a Superviſor and 
Cenſor of hls a&ions in ſome caſes, ts 
admoniſh him,if need were,and in caſe 
of his obſtinate ſtanding out againſt 
admonitions, to complain of kim to 
a Superior Juſtice, 

Secondly, our Colledge-Ratute 
requires every member of theColledge, 
even after his departure, ( much more 
daring his abodethar in way of agrate- 
ful acknowledgement of that muck 
good 
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good he hath received there, he ſhould 
endeavour the preſervation of the Col. 
|:dge-rights to the urmoſt of hispower, 
Now there having been one of my 
own name, and Famlly, the third, or 
fourth ſucceflour to the Biſhop of Ely 
that founded the Colledge, a grear 
BenefaRor to it(though the particulars 
wherein, appear not ) and my ſelf 
corhing now in a more peculiar man- 
ner, and by a ſtrange caſt of provi— 
dence, to partake of the good Firs of 
his bounty 3 Iheld it a double obliga- 
tion upon me to a performance of this 
clauſe of our Statute, by endeavonring 
ſomewhat which poſterity mighe reap 
the benefit of ; which being at preſent 
not in a capacity to do, by gifr of 
Lands, or any conlidexable ſum of 
Money,all I had left within my power, 
was onely to appear here as the Col- 
ledges ſervant, in the vindication 
of our common —liberties, then which, 
ingenuous fpirits know not a more 
precious treaſure upon Earth. 
Thirdly, *Tisa thing well known to 
ail I have ever converſt with, that I 
have ever fince the firſt beginning of 
theſe civill wars, and chat in the moſt 
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even of the Parliaments party ſtood 
inclinable to a defe&tion, been to 
my poor ability, and in my narrow 
ſphere, a zcalous afſertor of the Nati- 
ons liberty, againſt the prerogative of 
the ſupreme Officer of State, then in 
War againſt us: And therefore,if upon 
the ſame principle I now ſhew my ſelf 
more then pas or forward in aſ- 
ſerting the liberties of our particular 
Common-wealth , againſt a parallel 
tyranny ; I hope my boldneſs will find 
the eaher parden. 

This I have been neceſſitated to 
premiſe, in anſwer to thoſe evill ſur. 
miſes which you kear have been rais'd, 


and cbjeRed, as of _ conſequence 


againſt the Title of the Petition, and 
more might be added ; but (ceing this 
Committee hath been fo juſt and ho- 
nourable, as waving all-refpe& of 
perſons, to take ihe matter ir ſelf into 
your grave conſiderations, I ſhall now 
wholly apply my ſelf to the matter in 
hand. 

T he Petition is large , but may, in 
ſumme. be reduc' to theſe two heads. 

Firſt, a Preamble,conſiſting of a 
Concatenation of divers motives for 
enforcement of the Petition, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,The Prayer of the Petition 
it (elf. 

The Motives are many, and of 
great welght. 

You have in them, 

Firſt, a general Propoſition of thoſe 
great miſchiefs which the common ex- 
perience of all Ages, Places, and Na- 
tions teaches us do ariſe from the 
chief Officer of any Corporations be— 
ing intruſted with a powcr diſtin& 
from, and ſuperior to that of the com- 
munity. *T is both the rrue charaReri- 
ſical badge of livery, and the chief 
fomenter of jealouſies and contenti- 
ons : For whereloever 'tis ſo, there's 
alwayes a particular intereſt of the 
governing power ſer up diſtin& from, 
and moſt what contrary to that of the 
publike , then which nothing can be 
more deſtruRive to the welfare of any 
Commanity : the truth of which 
Maxime we have had a feeling proof 
of in the (ad ſeries of thoſe evils 
which have lately ſprung up in this 
Nation from the claim and exerciſe of 
this power by the chief Officer of 
Eng/ands great Corporation : * I was 
that which had like firſt ro have 
plung'd us into the depth of ſarery, 
an 
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afid did afterwards engage us in a 
bloudy war, the juſtice of which war 
can neyer be ſolidly maintained by 
the afſerters of a Negative Voyce. For 
my own part, this was to me the 
great cenvincing ' Argument of the 
Scots Apoſtafie from their firſt Prin- 
ciples, and from the cauſe they were 
with us engag'd in , when I ſaw them 
in their Manifeſto plead ſo openly for 
the' upholding of this great branch, or 
rather ſtock, and bulk ir (elf of the 
royal Prerogative. 

2. You have for confirmation of this 
eruth the judgement of the whole Re- 
preſentative of Eng/and , and thoſe that 
have moſt cordially appear'd with 
them in this cauſe, eſpecially of the 
now governing power , which hath 
always declared this power in the 
King of a moſt dangerous and de- 
ſruRive' nature to the weale publike, 
and inconſiſtent with the Nations 
freedom. And tke Army in parti- 
cular, when we were not yet attained ro 
that wile 'and generous reſolution of 
removing the Kingly Office as well as 
his Perſon, did in their grand Re- 
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Liberties, thar whoſoever ſhould, upon 
the removal” of the late King, be ad- 
mitred , though but by ele&ion, to 
ſucceed him , (hould before his admif- 
ſion difavow all chim to a Negative 
voice, 

3. You have preſented to your 
view 2 more particular declaration of 
this preſent Parlizments judgement in 
this poinc, in reference to a particular 
Corporation : Thoſe evils which the 
whole Nation had formerly groan'd 
under, there was a critical time when 
the Tiry of London felr the ſame pangs 
of the ſame diſcaſe ariſing from the 
ſame fountain of corruption : the chief 
governour of that City exerciſing that 
power in kis own Corporation , which 
himſelf with others had declai'd and 
fought againſt in the ſupream Officer 
of the Nation 3 whereupon this Parlia. 
ment was pleas'd ro remove that pre- 
rogative, and provide them this very 
way now petition'd for, of aRing as a 
free Body in caſe of need, without the 
chief Officers concurrence, 

4 The fourth motive humbly pro. 
paunded to your con(ideration, is the 
great miſchiefs which have redounded 
to our {mall Corporation, from the ex+ 

C ercile 
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erciſe of this arbitrary power by our 
chief Officer : But s this theme, be- 
cauſe 'ris very large, and will need 
much inter}acing, of proofs and ex2- 
mination of Witneſſes, 1 ſhall creat, if 
need be, in the laſt place, 

S. The fifth , and that the moſt ge- 
nerally convincing motive of all, is 
from our local Stature which I read to 
you, when I was here laſt before this 
Committee, which runs in theſe 
words. 

© Quia guod apluribus queritur, fa- 

* allius inuenitur,& conſulendo dicit S4- 
© piens, Onima cum confilio fac, & 
© minime penitcbit : flatuimus imjun« 
© oendo, ne cum ardiea domus emer/erint 
© negotia, Magiſter capitose ſue pruden. 
* tie imitatuy , ſed omnes Scholares con« 
© vocet , > emer/a negotia exponat 
© eiſdem, & ſuper is querat confilium 
© ſingul8/ um, nedam ſeniorum, ſed juve- 
" #48, Cm donet juniors Dewus aliquoties 
* quod nou ſeniort : ſed ſo is unam cox» 
© weniant ſententiam , bene quidem ſo 
* autem , numero ſictur majori, etians 
* > [amiori. Becauſe thit which is 
* ſcughe of more is eaſilicx found; 
"and the wiſe man adviſes us, ſaying, 
* [do all things with Councel, and ir 
Thall 
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* ſhall nor repent thee,] We therefore 
©rdain & enjoyngthat upon the emer. 
* ging arduous affairs of the Colledge, 
© the Maſter do nor headily rely upon 
© his own prudence, but that he con. 
* yocate together all the Fellows, and 
© lay open before them the emergent 
* bulanefles, and ask the advice ot eve. 
© xy one concerning them, and this 
© nor of the Senjors only, but Juniors 
* too z lecing God docs ſomerime give 
*thar to a Junior,which he gives not to 
* Senior. And if they agree all in one 
6 opinion , *ris weil, = if other=- 
© wiſe, let them ſtand to the derer- 
* mination of the greater and (ſounder 
* part, 

Here you ſee our Lawgiver expreſly 
declares his will, that the Maſter ſhall 
not prefer his private wiſdom before the 
wiſdom of the whole , or major part of 
the Society : and brands ſuch procecd= 
ings of his with an impucation of head» 
nels and raſhneſs : Only ſuppoſing the 
con(cience of that Oath which the Ma* 
iter was to take at his admiſſion would 
be a ſufficient tie to a ſri perfor» 
mance of kis will, though ir needleſs 
to eſtabliſh his Law by any penalty, or 
to point us out a way of aRing without 
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him, which ls the defe& we now delire 
a ſupply of. 

In thoſe times, when a plain,honeſt, 
and conſcientious ſimplicity bore {way 
in mens hearts,and wick:dne(s was not 
ſo ingenious as it hath (ince proved in 
our times, a few rules ſufhiced to pre- 
ſerve righteouſneſs and.peace amonglt 
men : The Laws were then ( as the 
Moſaical Law) like thoſe wide-win- 
dow'd Nets our National Statutes 
preſcribe for hindering the deſtruRion 
of the young fry of fiſh : but atter- 
wards the corruption of mans nature 
ſpinning out ir ſelf ro ſuck a ſubtilty as 
ro find eafie Evaſiop through thoſe 
ſpacious grates, 'twas found neceflary 
tn every Age to make an intertexture 
of new threds,and croſs bars for the in. 
rangling of thoſe ſubciller Offenders : 
Now therefore this which is pro. 
pounded 'unto you being of this 
nature , not purely a new Law , bur 
only a new way laid down (agreeable 
to what the wildom of Parliament had 
preſcrib'd in a parallel caſe) for the 
more ſure and ef:Rual execution of 
we old eſtabliſhed Law of our Foun. 
der, ought in reaſon to find the caticr 
admittance, 

Oaly 
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Only there is one ObjeRion or 
two of ſome weight which I muft 
crave the patience of this honcurable 
Aſſembly, to give me leave to dilculs, 
for the fuller clearing of all doubts, 
which may perplex the queſtion, 

The fit it is,thar ouc -oundcer, where 
he ſaith the Maſter muſt numero flare 
majorizadds [ etiam &> [anior 1, ] whence 
ſome may perhaps infer, that 'ris left ro 
the Maſter to judge which is the ſoun. 
der part, and fo if he relinquiſh the 
major part, and follow theic advice 
whom he judgeth the ſounder part, he 
eranſgreſſeth not. But that this was an 
expolition far from our Lawgivers in- 
tention , I ſhall demonſtrarce by theſe 
Reaſons. 

Firſt, 'r's apparent the Founder In- 
rended this Statute mainly as a provl- 
fion againſt the Maſters ſelf-wiſdom, 
_ which he (ayes , he ſhall nor rely, 

ow therefore If the Maſter refuſe the 
major, and adhere to the minor part, 
only becauſe in his judgement the 
ſounder, he does in effe& rely upon 
his own prudence , which is the thing 
our Founder for bids. 

Secondly, If the judgement of the 
ſounder part be left ro the Maſter, 

C 3 the 
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the word wajori may as oft as he 
pleaſes be made a meer non- ſignifi. 
cant Cipher, 1f rhe Maſter propound 
2 buſinels to the whole number of Fel- 
lows, which is fourteen, and can yet 
but two or three (then which nothing 
is more calie) to ſide with him, he may 
call thoſe few men the only ſound men 
of the Society, all the other eleven or 
twelve ſhall be cteemed as faRious or 
frantick, becauſe of their advice not 
fulring with his ends 3 and ſo that ob- 
fcure word { [anioy:] ſhall, like one of 
Pharaobs lean Kine , ſwallow up the 
word mjori, _ fairer and berter 
liking, into irs inſatiable ſtomack, $0 
ſhall che Maſtcr,contrary to the Foun- 
ders will be made by his own eſtimate 
the Solus ſapiens , and ſupream Lord, 
The Fellows, they are flattered with a 
ſpecious ſhew of liberty and cor part. 
nerſhip in the Government, but are 
indeed like meer School-boys (ſuch 
would the King have made the whole 
Parliament) called together to a 
fing, not voycing, in which they muſt 
either comply with the Maſters will,or 
have their advice rejeRed with ſcorn, 
and themſelves diſmifſed with infamy , 
as crack-brain'd and unſound men, 

1 herefore 
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Therefore this being an interpre- 
tation ſo full of contradigion and 
inconfiſtency both to the general cur- 
rear of this Scature, and particular 
conrexture of the ſentence ir (elf, rhe 
word /axiori cannot be {ounderſtoud, 
bur is either a mcer word of formality, 
or to {2y the moſt, was added onlv as a 
Proviſo, where 'twas impoſſible to 
determine which was the major part,as 
where the number of Fellows on both 
ſides was equally divided , that there 
the Maſter might encline to that pare 
which he ſhould judge the ſounder. 

Burt that by the word /aniori is nor 
meant at all a reference to the Maſters 
judgment, but that 'twas rather a meer 
word of form aft:&ed by the ſolemn 
gravity of thoſe times, will appear ſc- 
yeral ways, As, 

Firſt, From our eighteenth $cature, 
where our Founder , treating of 1Þ 
cenſe to be given to two of our Fellows 
to travel , ſhuſfles the Maſter and 
Fellows all into one pack,and ſays, that 
they(the Maſter & Fellows,or the ma- 
jor & ſounder pare of them, )ſhill have 
power togive this licenſe, His words 
are theſe, *Nos principaliter bos attento, 
* diflis Magiſho, & Scholaribus poteſia- 
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tem & licentiam impartimuy 2 quod 
© ipſs wel ſaltem major pars, & ſamor 
* eorundem, fi hoc Domus &+ Scholaribus 
© expcdire viderints unum wi duos Stho= 
* lares domus hoc petentes, fi ad boc ſuo 
F iudicio fuerint babiles licentiare VA- 
© leant, We principally looking at this 
© end,give this power and liberty to the 
* ſaid Maſter and Fellows, that they, 
* or at leaſt the greater and ſounder part 
"of them, if they ſhal ſce it expedient for 
© the good of theHouſe andSoclety,may 
© vive licence to ſuck one or two of the 
© Fellows as ſhall defire ir, if In thelr 
Judgement they ſhall ſee them able 
© 2nd fit for it, 

Here you ſee the Maſter is cleerly 
levell'd as one man wich the reſt of the 
Seciety ; The expreſſion runs nor, as 
{n ſome Statues, © Magifter & maior ac 
* ſanior pars Scholarium , but major &> 
© ſanioy pays Magiftyi > Scholarium,not 
© the Maſter and the greater and ſoun- 
* der part of the Fellows but the greater 
© and ſounder part of Maſter and Fel> 
© low sput together:(o the Maſter being 
here made a party in the Scrutiny, is in- 
capable of being a Judge in the ſame: & 
therefore in all probability the word /a- 
i071 is,as | laid » put in by the Founder 
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only as a word of courſe, a meer Syng» 
4914,an expreſſion affeRed by the gra- 
vity of thoſe times in which he lived. 
And further,that this is no bare con- 
jeQure of neine, but rather a truth eyſ- 
denced with as by experience of ail 
times, the firſt of all the Univerſity 
Statures enituled , De modo Statuen= 
di, which I have here copicd out of the 
ProRors Book, will make it very 
evidenc, 
That De modo Statwendi runs thus : 
© Authoritate totins Univerſitat 
© Cantabrigienſis tam Regentium quam 
© non Regentium, ordinatum eſt, quod in 
© Statuendis rebus & ngotiis utilitaters 
© communem diftae Univer fitatus concer- 
* nentibus ſolum iud pro Statuto habea- 
* tur , quod de conſenſu majoris & 
* ſamoris partis diflorem Regentium, & 
* de conſenſu non Regentium ſuerit decre- 
© rum per Statutum. 
That de modo Statnendi Authoritate, 
of the manner of making 
' Statutes, runs thvs : 
© By the Authorlty of the whole Uni- 
verſity , as well Regents as Non- 
* Regents, *tis ordain'd, T hat in the- 
© decreeing and detcrmining of buk- 
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© of the faid Univerſity, that only ſhall 
© be reputed a Statute which is decreed 
© by Statute, with conſent of the greater 
© and ſounder part of the ſaid Re- 
© gents, and with conſent of the non. 

© Regents, 
And I have here ready to produce, 
Ifneed be,a ſuſcient number of prefi 
dents (hewing the obſervation of this 
Searute in ſeyeral ſanRions from time 
to time, all which bear the ſtile of the 
major and ſounder part of Regents and 
Non-Regent:s : yet the conſtant tenour 
of our Univerſity proceedings wit 
neſſes that the major and rw, part 
were never look'd at as two diftin& 
notlons,and lcft to the Vicechancellors 
or Pcogors di(cretion to derermine of; 
but that che major part was always 
(and as I can prove by another Statute 
ought to be) adjudged the ſounder,and 
whatſoever was decreed by the major 
number of yoices , paſt always for an 
a& of the Ualver(ity withour excepti- 
en,And for the truth of this aſſertion, I 
appeal not only to thoſe of our Society , 
men of great ſtanding here preſent, bur 
to all that ever have long refided 2s 
Maſters of Art in the Univerſity : yea, 
and to DoQor Scamay himſelf,if m_ 
cen 
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ſeen ſo many Congregations as to 
make him a comperent witneſs in this 
matter. 

So the advantage of that expreſſion 
for the aſſumption of a negative voyce 
being now I hope clearly remov'd, 1 
ſhall proceed to the laſt obje&ion 
urg'd, and chiefly relyed mpon by the 
Maſter, which is , that the Univerſity 
Statute allows all Maſters of Col- 
ledges a negative voice. 

I he Statute for your memories ſake 
I ſhall again rehcarſe. 

© Ir omnibus & finenlis elefTionibus 
© tam Sociorum, Diſcipulorum, SchAlari- 
« uM, Officiariorum, Leftorum, reliquo- 
© rumg, membrorum cujaſque Colegii, 
© quim in onnibus & ſingulis locationi> 
© bus, &* conceſkenibus quibuſcanque 
© neceſſario requirendus eſt Magiſt;i five 
* Prepoſiti illins Collegit afſenſus &p 
© conſen{xs. In all and every EleRion, 
© 2s well of Fellows, Scholars, Offi- 
© cers, LeQures , and other Members 
© of every Colledge, as in all and every 
© letting and conceſſion whatſoever, 
© the afſent and conſent of the Maſter 
© of the Colledge is neceflarily to be 
© requir'd. 

his is as much of the Srtature as 
COncerns 
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concerns the queſtion j in hand. 

This Statute will, I know, to all 
that read it at firſt fight ſeem an Ar- 
gument invincible. 

But I ſhall notwithſtanding crave 
leave to ſay ſomewhat in anſwer to ir, 
not doubting bur before I have done 
I ſhall make ir appear as contemptible, 
as now it ſeems G rmidable, As, 

x. Firſt, That every Colledge being 
a diſtin& Corporation by ir ſelf, and 
Laws preſcribed for its Government 
by kim that founded or endowed it, ic 
may well be queſtioned whether thoſe 
Laws of any of them can be taken 
away or ſuperſeded by any general 
Sratnte of the Univerſity : And this I 
do rhe rather queſtion, becauſe the 
Univerſity hath in former Statutes 
fhown ic ſelf very cender of the in- 
fringement of the particular Statutes or 
Cuſtoms of private Colledges; as 
appears by the laſt clauſe of a Statute 
© de expulſis in aliud Collegium non rect» 
© fiend, Of expell'd men not to be 
© recely'd into another Colledge ; 
which Statute though in it ſelf moſt 
rational, and fit to have a binding 
power over all, yet did not the Univer- 
tity think fit to paſs k without this 
additional 
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additional Salvo, * Neg, intcadimus 
© per preſens Statutum, Statutis, Con- 
© fitutionibus, Compoſitionibus ceteriſg; 
© Collegiornmgin aliquo dcrogare: Nor is 
© it our meaning by this preſent Statute 
*do derogate ought from the Statutes, 
' Conſticutions, and other Compokiti. 
* ons of particular Colledges. 

Beſides, ic hath formerly been the 
declared Opinion of ſome of the wileſt 
of our Univerſity , that the Vicechan- 
cellor, who is our chiet- Officer in the 
Government of the Univerſity, cannot 
exercile his Juriſdition wichin the 
wals of a private Colledge. 

Now it ſeems irratiunal to think 
thar the Univerſity Statutes fhould 
clalm a Power paramount to the local * 
X Statutes of thoſe places, where yet the 

- chief Officer entruſted with the execu- 
* tion of thoſe: Laws that lay claim to 

this ſupremacy, can finde no en- 
trance, 

2» Our Colledge Statute is of a 
far ancienter ſtanding then this Uni- 
verſity Stature 3 and therefore though 
this ofthe Univerſity ſeems to thware 
ic, yet being made without any clauſe 
of a nn obſtante, the Colledge Statute 
lies unrepealed, and therefore in 


ful! 
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full force, eſpecially our Colledge 
Statutes being riviſed and confirmed art 
the ſame time with the Univerſity 
Searutes , and by the (ſame Viſitors, 
as I ſhall, if ir be thought needful, 
make It appear. 

3. This Statute is none of our 
ancient Statutes of the Univerſity, but 
one of very late ſtanding, no ancienter 
then the tenth year of Queen E[izabeths 
Raign, for in all our Statutes cl that 
time ( as I am well able to ſay, having 
lately ance the ProRors ; ve 
that purpoſe ) chere appears no footite 
of ne. not in the _— fora. 
our Statutes, which was made primo 
Elizahetha. For our Reformers being 
then but newly come out of the furnace 
of the Marian perſecution, were not 
yet mounted to that heighth of ambiri— 
on : but about ten years after growing 
warmer and fatter in their great pre- 
ferments, the Heads of Colledges did 
its likely upon plea, that our Univer . 
ſiry- ſtatutes were not enough refin'd 
from Popery, and that new Diſcaſes 
ſtood in need of new Remedies, got a 
revivali of the commiſſion granted 

formerly Primo Elizabethe for another 

new modeling of them, in which, 
| though 
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though for pomps ſake the Commil.. 
fioners appointed for that work were 
ſome of them,as Cecil, ook, andHaddor, 
of the Queens privy Councel ; yer the 
reſt of them being DoRors of Law, 
Phyſick,and Divinity,and two of them 
Divinity Profeſſors of the Univerſity, 
no man that is not blind, and knows 
not how little leiſure thoſe greater 
Stareſment had to labyrinth their 
brains with all the tedious anfrattus of 
thar Theoricy, but will ſay that the 
main Engines, and the very both firſt 
and ſecond movers in this laſt new 
Model, were the Heads of Colledges 
alone z and they having now gotten 
this ample power into their own hands, 
did, together with the publick Refor.. 
mation , cunningly interweave their 
own private advancement 3 and in pur- 
purging us of Popery, did, like thoſe 
medicaments maledifia, emunge the bo- 
dy of the Univerſity of ſome of their 
moſt efſential and fundamenrcal privi- 
ledges, 
As for example, 

The cholce of a Vice..Chancellor, 
which was before in the whole body of 
Regents, they got in this Reformation 
2 Monopoly of krorhemiBres, Tone 
ene 
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the body of the Univerſity hath only 
lefe them a bare ſuperficies of ele&ion, 
but the ſubſtance they got into their 
own hands ; for by this new Refor- 
mation, they got themſelves the no. 
mination of two, one of wh.ch the 
Univerſity is neceſſitated to ele&, and 
if they doubred of him, whom they 
defired to have eleRed, 'twas but no. 
minating ſome one diſtaſted or con. 
remned man for a ſtale, and then they 
were ſure to catry it for ſuch one of 
thoſe two nominated, as they ſhould 
think fitteſt, 

2. Another great priviledge, whereof 
they deprived the Body of the Univer . 
ſity, was the interpretation of Statutes, 
which before,except in a few caſes, was 
as well as the making of Statutes in the 
body of the Univerſity; but in this 
new Modell, the heads got a Mono. 

poly of it intirely to themlelyes. 

And if I miſtake not that ſtrange 
Statute of the Caput Senatus,conliſting 
of the Vice. Chancellour , and five 
others choſen by the heads of Col- 
ledges, and the rwo Scrutators out of 
fhfreen perſons nominated by the 
Vice-Chancellor, and ProRors, and 
all this choiſe without the leaſt advice 
or 
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or privity of either of the two Houſes, 
2nd theſe five men entruſted, every one 
with more then a Negative voice (for 
nothing, be it never ſo juſt or neceſſary 
to the common good, or of particular 
perſons, can be (o much as propounded 
to the Houſes, till every fingle man of 
theſe hath given his poſitive conſent)is 
of the ſame date, { bur one of theſe 
deny, though giving no reaſon, the 
concurring voices of the vice.Chancel- 
lor, andthe other four are of no force, 
the motion is iifled in the very cradle, 
a thing of no rare pra. 
Riſe among us;*Now * Hence comes 
this Statute, if confi. ity that the V. 
dered in Its full latl- niverſitie Of 
tude, will I think, be ficers camot 
found of no longer without great 
ſtanding thenthat new difficulty hin. 
model, Something d:y an wrwor- 
there was of alike na. thy man of by 
eurebefore, but ifcom* degyee: For that 
pared with this ,will be dunce or Rakes 

bills friends 
whom they deſire to ſtop, ſhall oft procure 
{ome one of theſe abſolute Seigniors to 
make uſe of his Negative in cauſkſly 
ſtopping all the ommence-s of that whole 
y-argtil! bisDu/man be ſuffered to paſs out 
among them, found 
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found vaſtly different : For that had 
for its obje& onely rempus & fore 
mam, but this, Conceſhons of all 
natures : in that the negative was in 
three, here in any one. 

And laſtly, to fill up the meaſure of 
their iniquity, thy did likewiſe as much 
aS in them lay, defraud thoſe Societies; 
where the Founders had inricht them 
Wich that unvaluable treaſure, of their 

cious liberties;zand with their ſpoyls, 

acrific'd to their own ambition, made 
every Maſter of a Colledge an abſolute 
-- "6am and the Societies their Vaſ— 


Thus miſerably were the poor Fel- 
lows of Colledges deluded and op- 
"a 3 but to complain was no 


Theſemens potency atCourtwasſuch, 
& ſuch was the reverend eſteem had of 
themthere ,thatto haye ſpoken ought in 
derogation of them, or their proceed— 
ings, would have been deemed blaſ- 
ro_ bu: eſpeciaily for one of no 

igher condition, then a Fellow of a 
Colledge ro have appear'd in publick 
in his Ruſfſer.. Coat againſt theſe grand 
filken Rabbies, had been to have ex— 
pos d himſelf only to laughter or 
ruine, Bur 
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But the Court. prerogative, the root 
of all theſe oppreſſions being now dig'd 
up, thele excrementicious branches 
will, LI hope, be thought fit to be re— 
moy'd with it ; beſides nature teaches 
us, that each evil is bcſt cured by its 
contrary : therefore ir having been laid 
open clearly before you , how the 
Monarchs connivence at the fraud and 
corruption of its Repreſentatives was 
the cauſe of this diftemper d mutation: 
We hopefor cure from the vigilant fin. 
cerity of our true Republical-Mag[> 
ſtrates, by the 2nullment,if need be, of 
that Statute, and reftauration of cach 
Colledgeto at leaft that ancient whole» 
ſome Crafts of Liberty it was created 
in by its firſt Founder, 
T {peak not this co caſt any the leaſt 
rejudice upon that good work of Re— 
rmation in Religion, for which I 
cannot but ſay the Nation owes much 
thanks to the endeavours of all thoſe 
Reverend divines, that were ſo happy 
inſtruments in it. But we ſce the ex+ 
perience of that proverbial ſentence, 
Nullum magnum ingenium fine mixtu/a 
inſanie; the beſt ot men are but men, 
This Whole World, and the heart of 
cyery man in it, is nougkt elſe but a 
Champaigne, 
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Champaigne, where good and evill, 
light and darkneſs contend for victory; 
and ſo where God hath his Church, 
the Devill will ere& his Chappel as a 
Fort to lay battery againſt ir, S» in all 
Reformations the greateſt inſtruments 
in it will alwayes ( if they be not by 
themſelves, or others narrowly look'c 
to) carry on (ome deſign of their own 
private, an attendant at leaſt, if not 
corrivall to that of the publick.Befides, 
we know how the people of God, who 
Immediatly upon their deliverance 
from Pharoah, and the Red-Sea, did 
nothing, but in humility of heart, wor - 
ſhip and ſing praiſes to God thelr 
Deliverer , were obſery'd afterwards 
upon a lirtle proſperity to have forgot= 
ten God,to have waxen fat and kick'd. 
And of our Reformers, about that 
Decade, it may juſtly be queſtioned, 
Whether their zeal in preſerving the 
Reformation begun, were more to be 
commended, or their ambition in ob. 
ſt:uRing its further "progreſs and 
perfeRion to be condemned, 

But above all | defire ro be under- 
ſtood , not to intend any the leaſt 
refle&ion of blameupon thoſe reverend 
G:ntlemen and Miniſters, the preſenc: 
Heads 
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Heads of Colledyges in our Univerſity, 
for as they hail no hand in procuring 
of thoſe incroachments; ſo neither that 
I know of, have :hcy ever made ill ule 
of that power which their Predecefſors 
ambition had purchas'd to their hands: 
For though they have, by the laſt Sta- 
ture I rold you of, the fuil power of 
iacerpretation of Statutes within them. « 
ſelves, and there was a time, when they 
might have uſed it with applauſe, in 
thar excellent interpretation of our 
Univerſity Oaths , whereby mens 
conlciences, indangcer'd to perjury 
upon every penal ſtiture, were much 
eas'd, yct to my belt remembrance, 
they did not aflume to themlelves, bur 
yielded to the whole body of the Uni- 
verſity the honour of alleviating this 
grievance, 

Nay, this I muſt nceds (ay, to the 
honour of all thuſe Heads of other 
Colledges, except our own, that 1 con- 
ceive 'tis nothing but their honeſt and 
prudent carriage in their ſeveral 
charges, which is the cauſe that none 
of the Univerſity (none having the like 
particular cauſe of complain: ) appear 
as yet in this cauſe to defire thoſe pro— 
vilions againſt Tyranny , m_+ 

or 
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for in our Colledgez For 'cls not evils 
in poſſe, though of the nearelt proba- 
bility, buc thoſe in eſſe thax ſtir up the 
generality of men t9 the invention of 
remedics. In other Colledges where 
the Maſters have by ſtature or cuſtome 
a negative Yoyce, yer they have choſen 
rather to wave ſometimes their own, 
not intereſt onely,but judgement too, 
then make *ul- of ir, and in the very 

ropolitions of qu« tions to be ſwayed 

y the publick reaſon of their Soci- 
etics. 

And if our Hcad had bchav'd him» 
ſelf with the like candor and moder1e 
tion in his Truſt, you had not I think 
been troubled with theſe tedious 
diſputes at this day : bur our Head, 
thouzh as you have heard, denied a 
n:gative voice by our Law-giver, will 
yet uſurp ir, a enly what he 
pleaſes himſelf, and after the vote paſt, 
following his own, not the common 
prudence of the Society, as ſhall be 
amply proved (if need be) in its proper 
place, Belides, we having in the 
general courſe of this mans Go- 
yernment, obſery'd nothing of a pub= 
like Spirit, aiming at the common 
good, but rather a conſtant tenor of 
clole 
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cloſe diffimulation and greedy inten- 
tiveneſs upon all advantages of not 
onely holding faſt in every punRill's, 
bur advancing ſill fu:ther the grand 
intereſt of his power and profit ; and 
that as far as humane wic could gueſs 
of mans heart by its f:uics, th: ewo 
great poles of his whole revolution 
were dominion and covetouinels (of 
which upon many (1nitter dealings of 
of his, there's not three men of all our 
Society that have been the conſtanc 
obſervers of his Cullcdge-tranſaRions 
this ſeven years bu: have at one time 
or other exprelt cheir deep reſentment) 
this is that hath occa(r. n'd this excra* 
ordinary petition for a Juſt reſtraint of 
this exorbirancy of an afſum d p»wer 
within thoſe bounis our Law-givers 
wiſdom had preſcribed to ir, with ſome 
concu:rept helps for the (u; er execution 
of his d«clared will ; © Ex ma'ks mori. 
bas orte ſunt bone leges, "Tis the 
greateſt glory of good Magiltrates, 
that they can, in imitation of him 
whoſe image they bear, bring forth 
good out of evil, light our of dat «neſs; 
and like the Sun in the Firmament, 
produce good Laws an equivocal b; ood 
out of corrupt mannerse 

T hele 
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Theſe things I rhougkt it convenient 
by way of diverſion to wageſt, not that 
the cauſe Rands in need ot it, but one- 
ly to open your eyes, that you mighr 
ſee how this Antichtiltian myſtery of 
the negative voice began irs working 
berimes, even necer the Apoſtolic 
dayes of Reformation, 

For to the very letter of the Statute 
as it ſtands, I am not without a very 
ſatisfaRory anſwer, 

For it ſays not poſſitively, that all 
Conceſſions, Elections &c. ſhall be *' 
Nu! -vkich want the PrefeRs conſent; | 
bur that in ail tle&ions, Conceſſions, 
&c, the refes conſent is neceflarily 
tc be required, Now we know that 
that word is of the ſame nature with 
Poſlulo in Latin, and fo implies rather 
that the PrefeRts conſent 15 to be re- 
quired of him de jure, as a right, then 
begg d as an a of grace, as if the 
Societies conient withour his Le Roy le 
| vciilt wer? of no force. 

[ And this anſwer in theſe times 
| wherein all Stacutes ought to be inter. 
| prered in favour of liberty, as they 
| were formerly in favour of Preroga- 
tive, might alone ſuffice, Bur I ſhall 
add 
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add another of more conyincing evi- 
dence ; which is chis, 

That granting the intent of this 
Staruce was to make the Maſters con. 
ſent a necefary ingredient to the com» 
poſition of each EleRion or Con» 
ceſſion, &c. yet it abſolves them nor 
from thar obliging power which lies 
upon them by any of their local Sta- 
tutes to conſent to-what is advis'd by 
the ——_— their Societies, bur 
that by refuſal of ſuch conſent they 
incur the guilt of perjury and breach 
of truſt, or ſuck other penalty as their 
Founders providence hath allotted for 
the eſtabliſhment of that Law; and 
therefore this obligation to conſenc 
remaining fil! in full force, ſuppoſes 
In the major i the PrefeRQs conſent 
legally involv'd and included, 

As to compare the greater with our 
ſmaller controverſies, the Kings con. 
ſent was alwayes ſuppos'd to be legally 
included in the major Vore, even of 
the moſt petit Tribunal, much more 
of the grand Judicatory of the whole 
Nation, though aever ſo much perſo- 
nally difſenting : which principle hath 
been always citeem'd one of the main 
pillars of our cauſe, pon whick alone 

we 
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we might lay the whole ſtreſs, of not 
onely the juſtice and lawfulneſs, but 
even legality of our war. But this man 
who no doubt hath more then once 
with our once-Brethren of Scotland 
voted the King a man of Blood, and 
guiley of all the Bloodſhed of this war, 

r — bur to affert this 

wer to himſelf (though far more 
hat by the ſtanding Laws of the 
Kingdom at thai time, then with us by 
our vratute) yet hath not (crupled to 
do the ſame thing himſelf, both in his 
particular praiſe in che Colledge, 
and by hls appearance here with all his 
intereſt and wit to maintain this 
prerogative. 

But to return to the Poine, 

T his Point having been fully clear'd 
up to you out of our local Statute, 
that our Maſter is bound te conſent to 
the Vore of the major party that ex- 
preſſion of the Univerſity Statute will 
now I hope ereate no prejudice. 

And this anſwer may likewiſe 
lacbfie another argument for the 
negative voice, which may poſſibly be 
drawn from our Statute of EleRions, 
which requires Conſenſum Magiſtyi, 
& Majors partis ſocieorum, and tome 
others 
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others running in the ſame ſtrain. For 
che rrue (ſenſe of that Statute de ard1v;s 
being now fully clear'd, makes it ap« 
parent » that in the conſent of the 
major part of the Society, the Maſters 
conſent alwayes is, or ovght to be 
included. 

And now having [ hope removed all 
doubts and obleRions, I ſhall deſire 
leave. to ſpeak a word to my fizth 
Moxive for granting my Petition, viz. 
the danger leſt this root of c lon 
left among us, ſhould hence ſpread ir 
ſelfagain to infeR the whole Nation, 
This [ confeſs may ſeem ar firſt fighr 
but a meer flouriſh of Rherorkk, or 
far-fetcht ſtrain of Melancholy ; but I 


ſhall make ir a there's much of 
reality in the Fr xrell 


* [is an humour you all know the moſt 
of mankind are muck incident t6, to 
labour the promotion and propagation 
of the forms, opinions, and cuſtoms 
of thoſe places where they live, eſpecl» 
ally where they have been train'd up in 
theic younger years z and therefore ic 
was the policy of the Contrivers of 
our former Government (as knowing 
thar that Government could never 
be durable, which had not its image 
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ampe upon the peoples affeQions) to 
ſer n S—_ of te univerſal Go- 
vernment of the State in every petty 
combination of men, Hence as a 
refle&ed Image of the then-preſent 
Government by King and Councel, 
King and Lords, or King and Par- 
liamenc, was ſet up that Goyern. 
ment of Corporations by Major and 
Aldermen, Dean and Chapter, Maſter 
and Fellows z and in Corporations, 
Maſters and Wardens of particular 
Companies z all which were nothing 
but the general frame of the State» 
Governmens contraed as tothe mar- 
ter onely into a narrower compaſs; and 
this was that that fixt the love of Mo- 
narchy ſo faſt in the affeRions of moſt 
Corporations,that had it not been that 
the had diſpleaſed ſome of the 
greateſt of them by kard impoſitions 
. upon them in way of their Trade, and 
withall let looſe his Biſhops to exerciſe 
their tyranny in trampling upon the 
faces of their reverenc'd Miniſters, 
they had never been brought off to 
draw ſword againſt their Prototype ; 
and after they had doneir, its obſerva-+ 
ble how prone the great ones among 
.them were often to defeRion, and how 
zcalous 
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zealous In ſhewing their diſtaſte at the 
removal of that great Idol; of all 
whick the King was very ſagaciouſly 
ſenſible in the beginning of theſe wars, 
when in a propoſal of his to part with 
the Militia upon ſome proviloes, yet 
would by no means roof 29 to take the 
Milicia's of Corporations out of thelr 
own hands : yet were not the Chiefs of 
thoſe Corporations ſuch perſe& images 
of Monarchy, as ours,cither for power, 
or durance; thoſe were indeed bug 
ſhadows of ir ; but ours in regard of 
their continuance intruſt, during the, 
term.of their lives, _ its m_ 
Images, wanting nothing but an eſta- 
blimene of is mrs erkogley 
yet they bid fair ſor roo, in that new 
Elizabeth-Reformation, wherein they 
did in a poſitive inhibicion of Fellows 
from Marriage, handſomly imply a 
leave indulg'd to themſelves, 

But it may be ſome will look at this 
Argument as a great Mallet lifred up 
tokilla Fly : Our Corporations you 
will ſay are ſmall, and inconfiderable, 
a meer Synedrion of young Youths, or 
handfuls of poor contemplative men 
ſyſem'd up for Orders (ſake into the 


form of a Corporation ; what good 
D 3 or 
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or {ll can redound from theſe to the 
whole Nation > 

But I ſhall eakly make this appear to 
be 2 miſprifion, and that there will be 
more and greater danger from neg- 
le& to remedy this evil in our ſmaller 
bodies, then from the moſt populous 
City of the whole Nation, 

For our Corporations, though bur 
ſmall in bulk, are like thoſe grains of 
Muſtcr-ſeed our Saylour ( of, of 
a vaſt, comprehenſive and _—_— 
capaclty. e members of thoſe great 
Corporations, are men tits true of 
abler purſes, and ſtronger bodfes'for 
the preſent State. Service ; bur thetr 
abilities are confin'd all within rhe 
narrow bounds of their own territoty ; 
bur ours are Seminaries of able 
which are ſent to us from all parrs of 
the Nation, in the very nick of their 
firſt emerſjon from the flavery of the 
Ferula into a ſtate of liberty, at the 
firſt putting on of their confidering 
Caps, they being as yer abraſ# tabula, 
ſmooth tables, dto receive of 
us thoſe tintures of good or bad prin- 
ciples z with which impreſſions Rtampe 
upon them, they afterwards ſpread 
themſelves into every corner and 
quarter 
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quarter to leaven the whole Nation, 
No man educated among us, but goes 
away inſtruged for | ba publike 
eruſt, but is in capacity to ve an 
Abraham, a Father of many Nations. 
T herefore it concerns you very 
deeply, who defire not by arms onely, 
bur by principles, to root up Regality, 
and mold the Nation into a true 
Commonwealthframe, to pull down 
(by raking away its deſtruive power) 
this-image of it in thofe Fountains of 
Youths education, left the youth of 
the Nation coming in their ſouls 
holceſt pregnancy ro drink of/ our 
raters, enamonr'd of that: Idol, con» 
eive and bring forth irs Amitype' as 
elr male to their ſtrongeſt af Rions: 
'\nd endeavours, to be oted again 
-o ty loſt inkeritance, Ten tigre and 
pportunity ſhall ſerve, 

And for the ſame reaſon does it 
deeply concern you to take ſpecial care 
of the Socierties'of Colledges, and not 
give away Fellowſhips. being you lee 
laces, though of (mall profar, yer of 
iigh cruſt ro every begger that comes 
0 you with a forma] Certificace, much 
:{s to confer theſe high truſts upon 
-amarkans, and meer laviſh com- 

D 4 plicrs, 
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pliers, but eſpecially ro tender their 
precious liberties as the apple of your 
eye, to which nothing can be more in- 
confiſtent,then a negative yoyce plac'd 
in any one man; for let any of the 
Society _ himſelf never ſo aRive 
and induftrious in promoting the 
Colledge good, and with his imoG& 
pains and skill train up his Pupils to 
the moſt eminent _—_ in Piety 
and Learaing, yet if he will not flatter, 
and fawn, crowch, and cringe, and 
comply with this one great Monarch, 
evento a betraying of the common 
Freedom to his corrupt ends of pride 
or covetonſneſs, he lives an unſervice- 
able man, and all thoſe educated under 
his charge are put into an impoſſibility 
of ever attaining that preferment thelr 
deſerts ſhall make them capable of. 
Though the whole community, * far 
greater part judge them worthy of it 
one — Mare ſhall blaſt all, and 
how great a temptation this will be 
even to ſome not dil-ingenuous men 
(being not willing to expoſe thoſe 
under their truſt to contempt and beg- 
gery) co worſhip the Image of that 
great beaſt, I leave to your wiſdoms 
to judge; as likewiſe, whether ſuch an 
impreſſion 


(31) 
impreſſion of flavery fixt upon the 
Cicks of Fellows of Colledtes, be 
not like to impreſs its counterfeit u 
on thoſe educated under their no 
and by their means upon the greateft 
part of the Nation. 
Another motive give me leave to 
_ you with, which though omitted 
my Petition, is of great conſequence, 
being drawn from the Principles of 
univerſal reaſon, which will ſay, that 
every particular mans intereſt of the 
Society being every way equal to that 
of the Maſter, nay in ſome reſpeRs far 
reatery (for the Maſter is but one 
Engle perſonz but every Fellow having 
Pupils under-his charge, is a kind of 
Corporation by himſelf) *cis a thing 
contrary to common ſenſe that his one 
voyce ſhould be laid in the ballance 
to overſway the major part of the 
Society, 
There was once a Cuſtom. in ſome 
ions (of which our (elves have 
yet in our ledge ſome ſhadows 
left) that noe the Warden or Maſter 
onely., but every fingle man of the 
Society had a negative voyce, which 
upon this-very ground , as contrary to 
the' common Law of the Land, i.e. ro 
"Ds  comnyen 
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common Reaſon, was taken away by 
an AR of Parliament, 33. H. 8. onely 
I conceive in tenderneſs co the Prero- 
gatives of Monarchy, much favour'd 
throughout the whole body of our Laws, 
the Statute was ſo pen'd,that the Mayor, 
Maſter or Warden had his negative 
left him ; but now we have no Mo- 
narchy, whoſe Priviledges we ought to 
be tender of, and there's every way the _ 
ſame reaſon, nay far more, for deve- 
ſing the fingle Warden of his nega- 
tive , then for taking it away from ſo 
many members coxnjunttim , 26 may 
2mount to neer the half of the 
Society. 

One word more I defire to add as 
-, enforcement of. my Petition, that 
of all Maſters. of Colledges in the 
Town, there's leaſt reaſon the Maſter 
of our Colledge ſhould claim to him- 
ſelf this grand Prerogative of a negative 
vayce 3 for the whole. burthen of che 
Colledge-governmen hath for all 
theſe ſeven years. lay4 wholly upon the 
ſhoulders of the Prefident and Fellows. 

The Maſter hath. held his place now 
for about (even years, yet he hath never 
once that I know of refided among us 
for ſix weeks , nay , not-one moneth, 

£ ſeldom 
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ſeldom above a fortnight rogerher ar 
onetime 3 hath ſeldom or never vi*- 
red us, but when he was necefficated to 
ſt, ether ro ſupply his courſe in the 
Univerfty-Church, or to audir our 
Accounts, and recciye his money : All 
his ſhort viſirs put together for this 
whole ſeven years, wilt not mount to 
one years continuance. 

For which prodigious. abſence of 
his from his charge , all he can ſay is 
onely his being Benefic'd In London, or 
an Aﬀembly-man, or that he hath 
been employed in Colledge affairs. 

Now for Colledge—affairs , In 
thoſe we have, irs true, made ſome 
fmall uſe of his being at London, but 
never impow'red him to reſide at Lon- 
don for that purpoſe z nor was there 
need ; for nothing was ever done by 
him, which a common Solicitor for a 

[fee would not have performed as 
well, or better, eſpecially being ſuffici- 
ently furniſhr with his inftruQions or 
Letters to Councel at Law , or ſuch 
great men as were to have addrefles 
made to them in caſes of need. 

And for his Benefice and Afſembly- 
man-ſhip, there's no reaſon either of 
them ſhould be a proteQlon to m_ 
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dim from an Arreſt for that debt of 
Reſidence he owes the Colledge, from 
whence he has had ſo conſiderable ſub- 
fiſtence; for one of them being a 
place (by common fame ) of one, if 
not two hundred pounds a year , the 
other of four ſhillings a day ; it ſeems 
not very reaſonable, that one ſo much 
againſt Pluralities , ſhould enjoy the 
revenue of all three places, and bear 
the burtheg but of two, For he hath all 
this time of his diſcontinuance laid in 
a manner the whole burthen of his 
Colledge- Office npon the Preſidents 
back, not allowing him for his pains 
ſo much as one penny. 

Befades, ir may be anſwered, 
that all che other Maſters of Col- 
ledges, who yer were many of them 

mbly-men as well as he, have 
been far more conftant continuers at 
their reſpeRive charges.and have ſome 
of them as I think rclinquiſh't confi- 
derable Benefices they were pofleſt of 
otherwhere, that they might the more 
ſolely attend their charges at Cam- 
bridge : And Tam ſure ours hath not 
wanted all the encouragement we 
could give him to enable him to it, 
having out of our common pov«rty 

conniv'd 
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conniy'd ever ſince our caming: to the 
Colledge at his taking a double porti- 
on of our Dividend , though neicker 
allowed him by our Statute, nor any 
conſtant precedent beyond the ſecogg 
year of DoRor Cofins his time, 

Now that this man who is ent- 
ly of no uſe to the Colledge, whoſe 
ſervant he ſhould be by the conſticuti. 
on, but reſides at London afar of, 
making uſe of the Colledge qnely as a 
prey, and kis title onely as a hook to 
draw power and profit to himſelf, 
knowing little bue by hearſay of the 
ſufficiency, or inſufficiency, goed or ill 
behaviour of each Member of the Col- 
ledge, ſhould be thought fit to have a 
power ſuperior to ps gs to 
their great reſide upon ace, 
and * —_ ken, 'ls anking 
beyond the comprehenſion of a vulgar 
underſtanding. 

I have now done with all my 
motives. 

As to the Prayer of the Petition : 
having ſo amply expreſs'd my mind in 
it, I need not add much by way of 
Expolicion or Apology. 

Only this ? 

*Tis nor, as ſome may perhaps lug 
get, 
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R, a fancie or new Model of my own 

rain, but 'tis a Model approv'd of in 
a parallel caſe by- the reaſon of the 
whole Nations act > mar It 
ceancerns every Member of this honour. 
able Afﬀembly more then my (elf, to 
make it good; for 'tls nothing cle 
from point to poine, but 2 Series of 
ſach particulars as the wiſdom of the 
whole Parliament judg'd neceffary 
for the circumſtantiating that freedom 
which the City of London were de- 
barr'd of through the like want of 
proviſion in their Law + change bur 
the name of London for Peter houſe, 
ten of their numerous Common=- 
Councel for two of our ſeven Seniors, 
and their [at anytime} for our within 
48. hours, and this draught will prove 
wholly the ſame- with that AR of 
Parliament, 

Nor could leſs have been wel} 
defired for taking away that hurtful 
Prerogative I diſpute againſt. which is 
not the bare name of a negative voyce, 
but the ſubſtance, viz. that ſupremacy 
of power which our chief Officer 
claims aboye the whole or major part 
of the Community ,'which is of a 
Complex ature, ad condſt of thſ 

cc 
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three powers, viz, 1. Of calling of 
meetings. 2. Of propoſing of queſti- 
ons. 3. Of a&ing the reſults of thoſe 
meetings, Any one of which three 
powers remaining in the chief Officer, 
makes him as abſolute 2s if inveſted 
wich all chree; and therefore the Parlia- 
ment (ſaw well in the Ciry of Londons 
Caſe,thar for the remeval of that great 
evil, an eſtabliſhment of al! theſe parrl. 
culars was of abſolute neceffity. 

For to return to our former parallel, 

rant bur to our once-chief Offictr of 

ate the ſole power of calling Parlia 
ments, and ing them up to thoſe 
queſtions onely which he ſhall think fir 
to propoſe, hee'l not much defire, or 
ſtand in need of a negative voice, 
ſeeing he is able by either of thoſe two 
former powers, to cruſh in the egg any 
motion which he ſuſpeAs may inthe 
leaſt infringe his prerogative , or other. 
corruptions. 

So in our lefſler Commonwealth, 
though you ſhould grant or declare in 
general rerms that the Maſter ſhall 
have no negative voice. and leave him 
but this power (for want of proviſion 
to the contrary) that by delay of 
meetings when moſt neccf{ary, or by 
making 
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making kimſelf judge of that neceſity, 
or in thoſe mectings by refuſing ſuch 
queſtions as be likes not , he can keep 
us from ever coming to a voicing, or it 
after yoicing he may refuſe or delay to 
2& our determinations,and yet neither 
be liable to a ſufficient penalty for any 
of choſe refuſals, nor we through the 
defe& in our >tatute inabled to meer, 
debate, or a& any thing without him, 
he is an abſolute Monarch, and bas a 
moki firm poſſeſſion of a negative in 
really: however denyed him in words. 
And for this reaſon it was that I have 
been ſo bold in the prayer of my Pe- 
thion co be ſo punRually parti 
cular, 

| Now if any man objeR that theſe 
things granted would be a cauſe of 
much tumule, and faRlous diſorders 
in our Colledge: 1 anſwer; The ex- 
perience of the ſ:me in the City. of 

London (hews the quic* eontary, where 

"cls apparent nothing but the lmeereſt 

Nreams of untity, freedom and peace 

have ifſued our of this fountain : For 

i& lies onely as a dormant proviſo, like 

the major excommunicatio of the Pre(- 

byrtery, in texrorem , never like ro be 
put iMoARzexcept in caſes of unheard- 
of 
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of obRinacie. Whereas on the contrary 
the want of this proviſion has been the 
original of all our divifions : nothi 
being the more natural fountain 
. contention amongſt men or bodies 
litick, then the want of certain 
ounds aſſign'd to each man or bodies 
propriety z which made the wiſe Law- 
giver Moſes to denounce ſuch a fearful 
curſe epon the remover of Laud-marks; 
and religious Numa to Terminus 
the of boundaries among his 
principal Deities, and to ere&kima 
Temple,as I remember next adjoyning 
eo that of Concord, 

As for the laſt clauſe,which concerns 
the Maſters and Preſidents abſence, 
'ris not only almoſt the ſame with thar 
inthe AR for Lozdexn, but was more- 
over a proviſo firted more eſpecially to 
the preſent conſtitution of our Col. 
ledge, which hath oft ſtood in great 
need of it, as I-could inſtance in 
caſes of Confiderable conſequence. 

And befides that, the making of 
ſome ſuch proviſion is a thing moſt 
agreeable to our Founders will, who 
ſays expreſly that the Colledge ſhould 
not defenſore, & rcflore carere, the thing 
l aym'd at in this Propoſal , wa$..the 

Prefidents 


% 


(90) 


Preſidents eaſc,and the Colledges con - 
venience : for as I told you before, the 
Maſter being almoſt a conſtant non— 
reſident, and having power by Statute 
to make Prefident whom he pleaſes 
(which Preſident Is charg'd with the 
whole burthen of his Office) ir will 
oft happen that this Prefident muſt 
either neceſſarily ſuffer much prejudice 
in ſome affairs of his own, requiring 
his preſence otherwhere , or the Col- 
ledge ſuffer much detriment for wane 
of power to a& as a living body in 
caſes of emergent need, For that 
cur Colledge-debates ſhould be packe- 
red up to London to a man fitring there 
in his regatza, and looking at us afar 
off, or thar the life of our Aﬀemblies 
ſhould be derived from the fſpirir ſent 
from London in a cloth- bag, is a thing 
diſagreeable ro common equity, and a 
flat contradigion ro our Founders 
declared will. 

All I have to ſay furthers, that in this 
draught of my Pctition , however di(- 
pleaſing ro our reverend Maſter, I have 
had no ayms at his prejudice furcher 
then was of abſolvte neceſſity to ſtate 
our freedoms,and vindicatethem from 
Ws unjuſt uſurpations. If I have herein 

_— pre- 
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prejudic'd any, 'tis rather the Society, 
by allotting the Maſter ſo much as an 
aſrmative yolce, which ſome of us are 
of opinion that by our Statutes, if well 
underſtood he cannot lay claim to. But 
being deſirous in this matter to walk 
in an indifferent way , giving each 
their reaſonable due, and to follow 
clole not mine own, but rather the 
pub:ike _— « __ phy hog 
my patternz I doube not 
from them an eake pardon of my 
error, 

I have now done with the Perition, 

There was one motive for its en. . 
forcement refer'd to. che laſt place, 
which was by ſhewing how the Maſter 
of our Colledge for want of theſe 
proviſions here peticion'd for , had 
debar'd us of our manifeſt rights of 
rreating in a Colledge-way about 
ſome affairs neerly concerning the 
common good, and of haying our 
Refolyes pur into due execution : 
And how both particular Members, 
and the whole Colledge had ſuffer'd 
much prejudice by thoſe his uſurpati- 
tions, Which becauſe 1 thought he 
might poſſibly deny, 'twas for this 
cauſe chiefly, that I troubled theſe: 
Gentletnen 
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Gentlemen of our Socicty to make 
their appearance before you, 'Thele 
being they, who (except our Preſident, 
and one of our Dcans left at home for 
the neceſſary affairs of our Colledge) 
make up the whole number of thoſe 
now reſident, who kaving been preſent 
at all our former and later tranſa&t- 
ons, are beſt able to bear witneſs to 
thoſe particulars I ſhall inſtance in, 
Yet becauſe I have [ think already 
both overwearied your pattence , and 
laid before you reaſons enough of far 
greater conſequence for the enforce- 
menrof my Perition, my defire is,that 
there may. rather be a perpetual Am» 
neſty of all our forepaſt grievances, 
and that our liberties may be ſo ſerled 
for the fucure, as each part knowing 
their due bounds, a true Chriſtian 
amity may be preſerv'd among us, and 
this honourable Committee freed from 
fuither trouble, And therefore except 
this honourable Afﬀembly , or our 
reverend Maſter, for the Vindication 
of his own repute, ſhall impoſe that 
task upon me, I ſhall wave this Ar. 
gument , and leave it to your wil- 
dom to judge what has been already 


ſpoken, 
Onely 
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Onely to his Argument for the ne- 
gative voice in ſuch particular caſes 
wherein he is appointed ro conſul 
with the Deans onely, I can onely ſay, 
that 'rwas not the prime Statute, but 
an interpretation of Statute made 
many years after by a ſingle Biſhop of 
Ely, which endowed the Maſter with 
this Prerogative. And it being be. 
ſides againſt the Principles of common 
freedom, that an Officer conſtituted 
for term of life ſhould have this yaſt 
pre- eminence of two of the greateſt 
Colledge.Officers annually EleRted 
to their truſts, I ſhall in this following 
Petition which I here preſent you with, 
25 an appendix to my fortner, crave the 
aſſiſtance of your Authority for the 
ſolution of this knor, 
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T 0 


The Honorable the Committee 


for the Reformation of the 
Univerhitics+ 


The humble Petition of Charls Hotham 
Fellow of Pete;—houſe, 


Sheweth, 


Hat whereas by our Colledge- 

Statutes there are about twenty par= 
riculay caſes in which the judgement be« 
longs not to the whole Society, but either 
to the Mafler and five or fix Seniors, 
or to the Maſler and Deans alone, 
and that in all caſes wherein the 
Maſter and Deans are ſolely truſted, 
being many of them caſes of great con- 
cernment, the Maſter had by an interpre- 
tation made by a Biſhop of Ely betwixt 
one and two hundred years after the 
Foundation, a Negative voice conferr'd 
upon him which bowever agreeable to the 
policy of thoſe times, is contrary to the 
principles and grounds of our preſent Re» 
formation, andeſtabliſhment of this Na- 
tion in form of a Commonwealth, and 
much 
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much prejudicial to the good and weifaye 
of the whole College : 


You Petitioner doth further pray, that 

the Negative voiceof one man in 

all our Afſemblies may be taken a» 

way root &+ branch, and that in all 

Eleftions and Conſultations what® 

| ſoever of the Maſter with the Fels 

lows, Seniors, Deans, Burſars, or 

any other, the determination of 

the major part of thoſe who have 

voice an that Eletton, or conſulta* 

tion, may be acquieſced in, as the 
Alt of that Aſſemb!y. 


And your Petltioner,with the 
whole Colledge, ſhall ever 
pray, &c. 


This laſt clauſe and Petition con- 
cerning the Maſter and Deans were, 
though here inſerted, yer forgotten to 
be delivered to the Committee. 

My Argument ended, the Maſter 
made long :cply, the punQual reperi- 
tion of which | muſt leave ro his own 
memory and pen. It touch'd nothing 
upon any material point of my Argti- 
ment, But was rather a deſcant upon 
wy 
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my Petition, with ſome recciminations, 
conſiſting ro my beſt remembrance of 
theſe heads, 

Yhat he had aſſum'd no power that 
was not his own by Statute : as was the 
calling of meetings, &c, 

That be. had never ſhewn any &verſneſs 
from meetings, no! ever diſſolv'd any but 
when the time 3t ſelf diſſolved them. 

That *its true be had propounded que- 
ſions according ta by own ſence, but 
offer d to others the ſame liberty of pro« 
pounding queſtions in theirs. 

That wemuſt diſtinguiſh between the ma. 
Jor part of the whole Society ge the major 
part of thoſe preſent which ſometimes bee 
3ng but few in number, were not fit to 
make Atis obligatory tothe whole Colledge, 

That the Fellows were the onely men 
averſe from Meetings, whom be could 
not eaſily get together, but when there 
ws (ome Leaſe to be let, et. 

That the party Camplainant was bim- 
ſelf, though Dean, abſent from the laſt 
&nnverſary meeting appointed for reag- 
wg the Statutes, 

That mm the Clauſe inſerted is his Pet;* 
£10n concerning the Senior Fellow's being 
Preſident, he aim'd at bu own promo- 
6zon, being the next Senior bimſelf, and 
ſo 
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ſo defrraus of this power, that in his or 
the Preſidents abſence be might aſſemble 
the Fellows about the making of new 
Models of Government. 

This was to my belt memory the 
ſum of his reply. To which it might 
eaſily have been anſwered, 

That this ſuggeſtion of my ſeeking 
the Preſidentſhip for my (elf, was a 
moſt groundleſs ſcandal, Ir never 
having hapned all this ſeven years a- 
bove twice thatI know of, that my ſelf 
was the Senior Fellow refident, which 
laſted but for a few dayes neither. 

Beſides, the Office being a vaſt bur. 
then, and nothing in it deſirable to 
ſuch eye of ambition or covereouſneſs 
as he (meaſuring others by himſelf) 
ſuppos'd in me, nor my ſelf in any ' 
probability of intermedling with thar 
Office, being (contrary to hls allega- 
tion) neither the firſt -nor ſecond Se- 
nior of the Colledge, both which, with 
the Maſter, muſt be all three abſent, 
before I could be in capacity to a&, 
and that for ſome longer time then ever 
yet had been, elſe no _— of at- 
tempting, much leſs of perteRing any 
new Model, eſpecially there being bur 
two times a year, wherein the Col- 
E ledge 
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ledge is enabled to make new, or in» 
terpret old Statutes. 

For my abſence. That 'twas not a- 
bout any private pleaſure or buſineſs of 
mine own, but was ſolely to ſeek are- 
moval, and hinder the further progreſs 
of thoſe evils brought upon the Col- 
ledge by his fraud and breach of truſt, 
and thoſe large opportunities ke hath 
had of aRing thole treacheries by his 
own conſtant reſidence at London, and 
his Pro&or with the reverend Beard 
©, ſtanding always at the Committees 
FJ c!bows, and being admjtted (when all 
others are withdrawn) to their private 
debates, and to ſpeak in ſome cales 
when thoſe moſt concern'd cannor 
come in toanſwer, in which though by 
reaſon ef thoſe vaſt diſadvantages [ 
have been unſucceſsful, yet I eſtcem'd 
both my expence of time and pains, 
and the double my Colledge-revenuc 
well imployed in the endeayour. 

That his diſtin&ion .of the major 
part of the whole Society, and thoſe 
pom was a piece of empty Sophiſtry, 

imſel{well knowing there was ncyer 

et lance our firſt coming to the Col- 
edge (whick is now almoſt ſeven 
years) a fuil- meeting of the whole 
number 
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number of Maſter and Fellows toge- 
ther, nor can there well be, by reaſon 
of ſickneſs, buſineſs, or travel allow'd 
of by Scatute, perpetually occahoning 
ſome two or three mens abſence; ſo 
that if he may be allowed this ſa/vo fer 
his Negative, he will never want one 
who ſhall be abſenc for his ſake, 

Beſides, he always eſteem'd the ma- 
Jor parr of thoſe preſent, though nor 
the whole ſociety, valid enough ro 
blind the Colledge where himſelt was 
preſent and con _ 3 an evident 
ſign, tis his own only conſent, not 
the number of thoſe abſent or preſence 
he chiefly values, 

Thar his accuſation of the Fellows 
2$ ſlack in coming to meetings, except 
in caſes of Leaſes, &c, was a ground- 
leſs ſcandal, of which fault himſelf was 
onely guilty, having at thoſe great ſe- 
meſtrian meetings appointed for read- 
ing, and conſidering Starutes, been but 
:wice, or at moſt, thrice preſent daring 
all che time of his Maſterthip, and par. 
ticularly in the laſt great meeting, ro 
which he fummon'd all the Fellows, he 
ſtaid not the reading our of one third 
part of the Statutes 3 nor indeed could 
ever be got from London to any Col- 

E 3 ledge- 
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ledge—meeting, but when his quarter- 
ly courſe in preaching, or auciting the 
Accounts (being alwayes ſuſpicious of 
the denial of kis double Dividend at 
thoſe times) enforc'd his preſence. 

T hat he hath been (ſometimes, when 
there was great cauſe of meeting, neer 
a fortnight rogether, not calling any 
meeeing till juſt a day or two at molt 
before his departure, whereby himſelf 
was easd, and the Preſident wholly 
charg'd with the cares of ſuch buſineſſes 
as ſhould have been then dilpatcht by 
himſelf, 

That in meetings ic hath been ob- 
ſervably his cuſtome when he had a 
minde to diſpatch a bulineſs in deed, 
to fit him down, and call us formally 
tothe table, and to cut out his work 
for the debate, with all dexterity and 
expedition, 

But when a buſineſs was to come 
on which he lik'd not, then to let us a- 
lone by the fire, or to leave his Chair, 
and us, todiſpute at random, other» 
while to ſpin out the time withus in 
diſcourſes of lefler affairs , or if preſt 
co come home tothe main buſinels, 
then to fall a ſhufffing, and cutting, 
and winding us from the point by 

ſorac 
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ſome non- lignificant, or dividing que. 
ſions, of which Artifces he hath ofc 
ſhewn himſelf a well skill d ArchiteR, 

And for propounded of queſtions, 
his Cuty is, after the laying open be- 
fore us the buſineſſes he hath to ac- 
quaint us With, notto lean upon his 
own prudence in propoſing to us Tike 
Echool- boyes ſuch queſtions as him- 
ſelf onely ſhall think fir, bar co be in 
that main point of the (crutiny rul'd 
by the advice of the whole or major 
part of the Society» 

And therefore what he acknowledges, 
v'3- that he did rake upon him in 
the firſt place ro propound quiitions 
of his own ſence, was a great uſurpa- 
tion ; but that he gave others the like 
libe-ty, is an Apologic nothing to the 
purpoſe; for cur Statute apprepriating 
ir to the Miſters Office, to ask the 
Fellows advice; if any other Co it bur 
he, it renders the whole vote ct the 
Society a mecr nuility : Now its tive, 
the Maſter once at a meeting, wh:n 
one excepted againſt ſome litigious 
qu: [tions of grep againſt 
tke ſence of the Society, promiled he 
would afteiwards propound thoſe 
queſtions he had nam d in tc/mins, 
B 3 bur 
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bur when it came to the point, told the 
party, he might now propound thoſe 
queſtions himſelf. if he pleaſed, (which 
he knew weil had been a thing illegal 
'Þ and vold ) but refus'd utterly in pur. 
| | pcund of his promiſe and duty to pro. 

| 

| 


ſuance them himlclf, 

1 kc ſe things I know will to a ſuper- 
facial view ſcem but inconſiderable 
brangles z bur to men of piercing 
judgements, and well vers'd in Parlia- 
meatary debates, that ſez daily what a 
King the Speaker would be, if folely 
inguſted with this Prerogative above 
the Parliament; and how great a 
weight of buſineſs is oft turn d upon 
the hinge of one ſmall punRilFo, in 
the ſtating of a queſtion z theſe things 
cannot bur appear of high ccncern. 
ment, 

Yer I had very many materials of a 
muck highernature tockarge him with, 
which being provok'd by his challenge, 
I was then as I told the Commitrtee, 
ready to produce, having for witncfles 
moſt of the Senior Fellows then pre» 
ſent before them to make them good. 
Put as I was juſt entring upon that 
task, 2 worthy member of the Com- 
mittee propounded it as a queſtion to 


be. 
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be firſt debared by themſelves, whether 
they ſhould ſingle our the point of 
Statute to be derermined, as they 
ſhould ſee juſt upon weighing the Ar. 
guments of both parties laid before 
them in theory, or take in with ir the 
conſideration of the pracick, conhit- 
ing of perſonal charge, Another Gen- 
tleman ſeconding him, propourded 
likewiſe as fit to be conſidered, whether 
they would admir of recriminations, 
which arelike to be endleſs (each party 
ſtill deeming himſelf oblig'd ro reply 
and anſwer at Jarge to each others, 
thcugh non- pertinent objeRions) or 
rathec as the fiſt Gentleman pre» 
pounded, wculd fall ſingly upon the 
oint of Theory, This motion the 
whole Aſſembly ſecm*d to aſſent ro; 
ſo according to the cuſtome of the 
Committee we wete commanded t9 
withdraw, and the doors ſhur. T he 
produd of the private &cbate was this, 


April.zo, 1651. 
Art the Committee for Reformation 
of the Univer f111t5, 
Reſolved, 
That a view be tohen of the ſturra 
Statutes of the Un:verſities, and the 
E 4 Colleages 
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Coltcders and Hails therein reſpeftively, 
to th: end that thcy may be reduced to 
ſuch a State as may render them moſt 
conducing to the advancement of true 
picty, and the intereſt of a Con:mon- 
wear h., 


Reſolved, 

That My, Rous, My. Martin, Mr. 
Moyle, Sir Hen. Mildmay, M-, OldC. 
worth, My Thomas Chaloner, Mr. 
James Chaloner, My.Palmer, Mr. R. 
Darley, My. Love, Mr.Nevil, be a Sub- 
Commuttee for this purpoſe, and that any 
tbree or more of them do meet and con. 
fider thereof, and make Report to this 
Commultce from time to tame concerning 
the ſame, as there [ball be cauſe ; and the 
care of thu buſineſs i efpectally referred 
to Mr.Oldſworth. 

In purſuance of which.reſolve, ſome of 
thoſe Gentlemen, Members of this Sub- 
Commutee have fince mct, and paſt thi 
following Order. 


April 25, 1651. 
At the Sub-Committee for viewing 
the Statures of the Univerſities. 


He Parliament having reſolved a 
. !horow Reformation of the Univcr (6+ 
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ties, and the Committee appointed fot 
that purpoſe tn Order thereunto having 
taken the ſame into conſideration, d? 
hereby defire and require the refpethiv® 
Heads of Colledges, and thoſe Fellows 
that are interefled in the Government 
thereof for the time being, to ſend up to 
thu Committee tru? tranſtyipts of the 
Statutes of the ſaid Colledges, examined 
and atteſted under their hands reſpe- 
etrvely ; and they do pceially recommend 
it to the care of the ſaid Heads, Gover- 
nors, and Officers, to conſider what Sta- 
tutes or any parts thercof are prejudicial 
to Religion, Learning, good Manners, or 
the preſent Government ; and further, 
whether there be any defedts in the ſame, 
and to propoſe their opinions concernmg 
the ſupplying of the ſaid defefts ; and that 
they grve an account of the receipt bereof 
forthwith, and of their further proceed» 
ings concerning the ſame with all conve- 
nent ſpeed, 


' James Chaloner, F.Rcus, 
M, Oldſworth, 


E 5- Fe 
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The private buſineſs 


upon which at Doctor 
Seamans Motion the 

rand Petition was at 
Act laid aſide, chough 
indecd it nothing con- 
cerned it, yet is a ſtory 
worth the reading, and 
therefore take it as fot 
lows. 


A 7 E bad a Fellowſhip in our Col- 
ledge kept vacant for many years, 

as the Maſe pretended for the Colledge 
neceſſuies, but as the Fellows well 
know, for the defraiment of his doub'e 
Dividend ; this Fellowſhip one Sir Co- 
nyers,Scho/ar of our CoRedge, obſerving 
the Committce hid before in a parallel 
caſe, taken the dijþoſal of ſuch do;mant 
VAcaniics into their awn bands, peti- 
t:on'd ts have conferr'd upon him 3 
wh:reupon the Committee ordered the 
Moſt:s ard Seniors, or any two of them, 
ea ceitifie the true ſlate of the caſe ; 
which 


(167) 
which Order being read at a publike 
meeting, the Maſter was Wy urgent 
with the Society to certifie it as kept 
woid for the Colledge neceſſities 3 which 
the Fellows as #0t agreeable to truth, 
generally refuſed to do : (o the Maſter 
(and one of the Society concurring with 
him ſo far) made only this general yeturn, 
that it had ever ſince our coming to the 
.Colledge been hept wacent, but for juſt 
reaſons. But the Maſter alone makes 
another return, ſpecifytng ſome partic» 
lar reaſons, as namely a debt of above 
ane bundred pounds owing to bim by the 
Colledge. Upon which Allegations be 
made a [arge deſcant before the Com. 
mittee ; which ended, 

I put in ſome exceptions in writing de- 
tefling ſomewhat of his fraudulent dea. 
ling with the Colledge, ond further added 
_ inlargements, as Ivemember to this 
efjeft. 

fe That the Fellowſhip bad net been 
heept vacant by any pubMike vote, nor for 
thoſe reaſons be produc'd. 

2. As to tbe dcbt, that once in 4 meete 
mg, knowing our lock behind b:n1, and 
we ia an incapacity of disbur fing money, 
be preſy'd hard upon us for this Vevt,and 
'00k the advantage to ſay, that if we did 
not 
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nat preſently pay, or clear bim of it, bc 
would be at liberty, if be pleas'd, 19 
difþoſe of- the Lands as himſelf ſhould 
thmh good, And being anſwered , that the 
preſent Revenue of the Land would necr 
amount to the payment of moderate 
Intereſt for his money, and that for his 
ſecurity be ſhould have the Collcdge- 
Scal, upon which one of the Soctety bad 
formerly . lent the Colledge an bundred 
pounds ; be ſlighted all, and nothing 
would content him but eithey the money 
preſently, or ſome of our particular 
Bonds, or the Land ts be at his own 
difpoſe. So we being .in this ſtrait, my 
ſelf, to grve ſome breathing time to the 
buſineſs, preſently offered upon that very 
ſecurity, viz. the Colledge*Sealywhich the 
Maſter had ſo unbccoming'y ſlighted, to 
lend the (,ollcdge fifty pounds ſor ſome 
moneths, till we-might think of ſome bet» 
ber way ; and another, (1 think "twas 
Mr. Quarles) ſeconding me, offered the 
loan of forty pounds;which mnety pounds, : 
together with another income then mc» 
tioned, wou'd make up the whole debt. 
But the Maſter ſeeing his pretence of 
{eiſing the Land to himſelf thus defeated, 
ne:ther accepted our offer, nor ſpoke 
Ware of the bupnes at that time. 
And 
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And further , that this debt he ndw 
mentions as a plea for keeping vold 
this Fellowſhip , was a meer pretence 
made uſe of for by=ends, might hence 
appear- That he had formerly in a 

olledge-meeting twitted us again 
with this debt as a plea for keeping 
void another Fellowſhip againſt our 
common Conſent, yet gave way to his 
own man to defeat the Colledge 
of that Fellowſhip , not once appear- 
ing (though acquainted- with his 
mans intentions ) Dy 


Peticlon or otherwiſe T Foy tha 
in behalf of the Col- 7rzacberous 
ledge right, which to negled of his, 
have done was both be alledg'd be- 
the duty of his f place, fore the Comm 
and mittee three 
excuſes. 


Fir (h,That being to Preach he could not 
eet time to atttend the Committce nith 
a Petition upon that occaſion. 

Anſw. Then 'tu not fit the ſame man 
ſhould be a preacher in London , and 
Maſler of a Colledge in Cambridge : 
For our Colledge Statute (ſays expreſly, 
That onr Coll:dge bufrncſſes and rights 
0:42h: not to ſuffer damage by the M4 
tes ludies, a»ſence, or other defetis, 
Sceondly, 
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Sccondly, That having had notice bc» 
fore hand of bis mans intentions , hc 
might for once have provided himſelf of 
an exchange. 

Thirdly, He might as well have gs: 
Mr. Bykield to bave preſented a Petition 
for the Colledge , as be did afterwards 
(in probability) to plead for his man a- 
gainfs the Colledge. 

Hu ſecond excuſe was , That be had 
petitioned the Commuttee, that nothing 
might be there determined concerning 
our Colledge, till he weye 6all'd in t0 
give information, Ste. 

Anſw, This Petition of bis, was not 
put in the leaſtwiſe to hinder his mans 
enſtatement, but was preferr'd a fortnight 
#7 a moneth after , when the controver fec 
about his man was quite at an end;*Twas 
upon occaſion of ſome of ua preferring to 
the Commuttee a Petition, for the re- 
inſorcement of one of our ancient $t2= 
tutes overtbr own by Doftor Wren in the 
late Kings d1ys, be himſelf baving refus'd 
t&» have any Eleflions , till we ſhould 
petition the Committee for a determinats. 
on of that Coutroverfie, yet when we 
came to petition, aud ſhewed him a Copy 
of it, he refus'd to joyn with ut, and 
thereupon preſents the Committee this 
Petition 
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Petition be ſpeaks of, So this alligation 
being ſo, nothing to the purpoſe, (hews 
be was _— at a lofi what to ſay. 

His third excuſe was, That be bad no 
commiſſion from the Fellows to petition 
for heeping void that Fellowſhip, they 
baving refus'd to (ign a Paper offer 'd 
them by the Preſcdent to that effett. 

Anſw,That Paper which the Fellows 
—_ to fogn, was for the feeping void 
of two Fellowſhips , which they were 
not willing to yield to, efpccially one of 
them being 1 think Mr.Beckers Fellows 
ſhip, which the Committee baving not 
then declar d void , the Fellows might 
well think it too unfriendly a part by ſuch 
a Petition to put the Committee in mind 
of ejeing bim 3 but for thu Fellowſhip 
of Mr. Maior, which we now ſpeak of, 
the majoy part of the Society did wote a 
preſent Eleftion into it, but the Maſier 
refuſing to aft upoa that vote; we met 
again 1n the afternoon, and in diſcourſe 
upon that buſineſs, 'twas the general 
ſence of all, that th: Maſter, feeing be 
would not yield to an Eleftion, ſhou'd at 
(aſt be ſo honeſt as to uſe bis beſt endea» 
© that it might not be ſupplyed by the 
(ommitice , but h:pt void upon thoſe 
1caſons be bad alleds'd againſ® an 
Elcthion, 


» 
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Eleftion. Which (2 is witneft'd in thoſe 
Letters at the end of the book) the pro- 
mis'd faithfully to do , but perform'd 
wot a ſyllable : Nay, I fear if all were 
well hnown , twould appear there was 
more of him then bus bare permiſſion and 
connivence in bis mans procurement of 
that Fellowſhip. 

But ſee his mans hypocrifie ! when be 
is to appear for the publite intereſt of 
the Colledge again{t bis private, be hath 
a bone in hs arm, can plead preaching and 
went of a Commiſſion. But in Sr, Conyers 
his Caſe, who flood for that Fellowſhip 
which was kept void for the defrayment 
of bis double dividend ; there the private 
intereſt of ſpleen and covetouſne(s whet* 
ting him on, he could for two ſeve* 
ral weeks forſake bis preaching, and 
come to the Committee to plead for the 
keeping voyd of that Fellowſhip, without 
the leaſt Commiſſion, nay, 2gainſt the ge- 
neral ſence of th? Socicty, and to caſt 
diſgrace upon the Pr: fident and Fellows 
for their eleftiag him. 

But 1 am alid, however 1 ſuffer” d 
by it , th? diſrepute 1s faln bach up— 
on his owa h:ad , who moſt juſtly dc» 
[ & ud its 
S 
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and his folemn pro- *See two Let- 
mile before the Socie= trr7s anneax'd 
ty, as many can * wit= 70 the later end 
neſs, of thy Book, 

Thirdly, That the Biſhop of Bly him- 
ſelf,in whoſe power the Committee was 
toaRas to this cauſe, could not by our 

Statute give way to the keeping vacant 
any Fellowſhip without the defire and 
Counſel of the Maſter and major part 
of the Fellows; but here there appeared 
no defire of ſo much as one of the 
Fellows to have it kept longer vacant. 
But the Maſter did ir alone of his own 
head, contrary to the ſenſe of the major 
part of th2 Society, and contrary to 
our expreſs Statute, which ſays the 
Maſter ſhould not headily rcly upon 
his own wiſdom, but Rand to the diſ- 
cretion of the major part, | 

To theſe things the Maſter having 
replyed what he thought fit , we were 
commanded to withdraw , and the 

Committee being , ic ſeems, ſenſible 

that the Fellowſhip being void by death 
was not theirs, bur the Coliedges 
right to diſpoſc of , made this follow- 


ing Order, 
My © 
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March the 27*, 1651, 


At the Committee for Refor:- 
mation of the Univerſities. 


1] Pon Reading the Petitlon of 

Mr,To6:as Conyers, Bachelor of Arts, 
and Scholar of Peter-houſe in the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridee, together with the 
teſtimonials of him hereunto annex'd, 
and likewiſe the return of the Maſter, 
and cne of the Fellows of the ſaid 
Colledge, concerning the vacancy of 
Mr. Hanſcon:bs Fellowſhip, and upon 
hearing DoRor Seaman and Mr. Ho- 
tham before the Commirtcez Ir is 
Ordered upon debate of the matter, 
that the Maſter, or Preſident and Fel. 
lows of the (aid Colledge, do forth- 
with proceed to eleRion of a godly 
and learned Perſon into the place of 
the ſaid Mr, Hanſcomb, and that they 
give an accompr thereof to this Com. 
mitree on this day fortnight, 


Fames Chaloner, 


The Colledge having received his 
On proceeded according to their 
uM form within cight dayes, unto an 

EleRion. 
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EleAion, The reſule of which was 
the EleRlon of Sr.Coxycrs into the 
ſaid vacancy 3 to which Ele&ion the 
Preſident, and all the Fellows were 
conſenting,excepting onely three Ju 
niors brought in lately by the Maſters 
intereſt at Loydon, and who indeed ac- 
cording to our Colledge Statures being 
in their ſtate of minority, and not our 
of their year of Probation , ſhould 
have had no vokes in the EleQion ; 
yer theſe three not agreeing, neither, in 
any one man for a Cha 

The reaſons moving the Society t5 
the EleRion of 'Sr, Conjers , were 
theſe : 

Firſt, he was one in a ſpeciall man. 
ner deſign'd out to us for that perfer+ 
ment by our Colledge Statute, both in 
regard of poverty, a thing generally 
favoured in all Statutes,and likewiſe in 
regard of kis Countrey, our Statute 
allowing two Fellowthips for each 
County, and but one of them (upplyed 
with men of his qualification, and this 
Fellowthip belonging to the Northern 
Diviſion, which we were bound in the 
firſt place to ſee ſupplyed. 

Secondly, Our Stature commands 


us to Chuſe the ablelt man we _ 
f 
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of, or can find out, Now Sr. Cony-;; 
was known to be one of the greateſt 
eminency for learning and parts in 
our whole Colledge, inſomuch, tha: 
though we had a oy Order made 
ſome years ago for examination of 
ſuch as ſkould ſtand for Fellowſhips, 
yet was it unanimouſly agreed even by 
thoſe that difſented from the EleRion, 
that they were all ſo well ſatisfied of his 
learning and ſufficiency, as that the 
former Order for Examination might 
well be ſuſpended for that time, ex 
ſome man ſhould declare to the Pref. 
dent his intent to ſtand as a Competi. 
tor againſt kim, in which caſc there 
ſhould be an examination 3 but no 
man adventured upon the tryal. 
Thirdly, He was well known to us 
for the general courſe of his life to 
be one of a picus and vertuous con- 
verſation 3 Excepting only that once 
growing a little elated by a ſudden 
promotion , and falling acquain::d 
with a maliznant, he began to be a li: - 
tle ſeduced, in which time, (which was 
about ews vears ago,) *wwas his ill hap 
to bein tk: company of ſome Rakels 
of ano:\;.; Colledge , who drank the 
Kings !1ca.:%, and he with them : But 
fur 
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for this fault, with ſome concurring 
circumſtances, he did then receive 
moſt ſevere puniſhment, every way 
anſwerable, if not greater then the 
offence: And for the malignant di- 
ſtemper, that held him not above two 
months 3 he was by his Tutors and 
Fathers Counſcls ſoon reclaimed from 
it: and as his life had been before 
this one unhappy miſdemeanor, ſo 
was it all the time of his abode in the 
Calledge after , which was for above 
a year,exemplarily pious and-vertuous. 
And he had both to his Tutor, and to 
ſome honeſt Scholars of his acquain* 
tance given that full evidence of his 
change ot mind both in reference te 
piety, and good aiteRion to the 
State (which he had likewile evidenced 
by that ordinary way of taking the 
Engagement) that there could nor be 
now left any ſcruple in any rational 
man's breaſk concerning either his 
pi:ty or good afteQion to the Com+ 
monwealth. Beſides all this , he had 
2 moſt ample teſtimony both of his 
piety and good affeRion to the State, 
ſuch as is not ordinyily given to any 
man,from ſoine godly and wel-aﬀe&ed 
G-mlemen and Miniſters in N»rfc!k, 
where 
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where he had lived the laſt year of his 
diſcontinuance from the Colledge. 

Some burzzings there were of ſome 
Heerodox opinions which he was ſaid 
to hold, but neither did the Maſter,nor 
any one of the Society, even of thoſe 
that diſcented from the EleRion, lay 
any thing publickly to his charge, and 
the __ that any of us could hear, 
ſo much as by rumor, was only of ſome 
innocuous, though unwary expreſſions 
uttered once at a hudling diſpute in 
the Schools, and at an after-ſupper 
diſcourſe at one of the Sophilters 
Feaſts ; at which times all men know 
how ordinary it is, and how inoffenſive 
eo9 maintain by way of diſpute the 
greaceſt Paradoxes. 

Fourthly, The Order for EleRion 
being made upon his Petition, and 
ſent down to us , with our own and 
the Norfo;k teſtimonial annex'd , we 
look'd at him as one recommended to 
us by the committee, as the godly and 
learned perſon intended (though in 
tenderneſs to the liberty of our Ele&i. 
on, not nominated) by their Order. 
This Ele&ion thus made, upon thoſe 
ſolid reaſons, with a full accompt of 
all our proceedings in it, we did 
Ac= 
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according to Order make a return of to 
the Committee, not for confirmation 
(for the EleRion being every way full 
and legal, needed ir not) but only to 
ſhew, that in obedience to their Order, 
the Fellowſhip was forthwith ſupplyed 
by EleRion, 


The form of our return to the 
Commirree, containing the whole 
proceedings of our EleRion, 
was as follows : 


To the honourable Committee 
for Reformation of the 
Univer ſues, 


V Hereas there hath been ſent to 

the Colledge an Order from 
this honourable Committee, dated 
March 27.1651. requring che Maſter 
or: Preſident and Fellows of Peter-houſe 
in Cambridge forthwith to _ 
to El:&ion of a godly and learned 
pe: (on into the place of Mr Hanſcomb, 
and to give this honourable Come 
mittee an account thereof on this day; 
th.ſe ate humbly ro cerrifie, that in 
obedience to the ſaid order, Tobias 
Con7e75, Bachelor of Arts, and —_— 
0 
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of the houſe of our Colledge, 'being 
one generally well approved of a- 
mongſ us for his piety, learning and 
good affeRion rothe Commonwealth, 
was In a full meeting of the Preſident 
and Fellows ele&ed and admitted into 
the ſaid Fellowſhip , according to the 
Statute and Cuſtom of our Colledge, 
April 5. 1651. as by theſe following 
Copies of the Order , and our py 
ceedings thereupon will more tully 


appear. 


March the #7". 1651, 
At the Committee for Refor- 
mation of the Univer ſiies, 


uU Ponreading the Petition of Mr.To- 

bizs Conyers, Bachelor of Arts, and 
$cholar of Petcy-houſe in the Univerſity 
of Cambridge, together with the Teſti - 
monlals of him hereunto annex'd, and 
likewiſe the return of the Maſter, and 
one of the Fellows of the ſaid Colledge, 
concerning the vacancy of Mr, Han/- 
combs Fellowſhip, and apon beating 
DoRor Seaman and Mir, Hotham be- 
fore this Committee, It is ordered up- 
on debate of the marter, that the Ma. 
ſer or Prefident, & Fellows of the ſaid 
Colledge 


(121) 
Colledge do forthwith proceed to Bu 
leRion of a_godly and learned perſon 
into the place of the ſaid Mr. Hanſcomb, 
and that they give an account hereof 
to this Committee on this day fort= 
nighc. | 
James Chaloner, 


March 29 .165t; 

Agreed by the Prefivient and Fel» 
lows then preſ.nr, tha in ubedience to 
the Order from :he Commitree for 
Reformation of the Univerfities, dated 
March 27.1651. this day be the firſt 
day of-maonicion according to the Sta» 
- ture about ElcRion, 


According to which Robert Duarls 
agreement the firſt Prefidenc, 
monition for an Fames Clark 
EleRion was pub- Dec .ſen.dep, 
liſh'd the day and Zdward Sam's 

ear above written Dec. jun- 

y me 


| Robert D uarls Preſident; 


F 


A tt nt eo I re ee re 
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April. 3.1651, 

Agreed by the Prefidenc and Fel. 
lows then preſent, unanimouſly, that 
foraſmuch as they are all well ſatisfied 
concerning the learning and ſuſici— 
ency of Sir Conyers , there is no need 
of publick examination of kim in re. 
ference ro the EleRion, and that 
therefore it be at this time omitted z 
yet with this proviſo, that if notice be 
given to the Preſident of any that 
will and In competition with him, 
there ſhall be a publick examination 
of all the candidates upon Friday and 
Saturday, according to a former Or- 
der of the Society, dated 7uly 15.1646. 
that ſo the moſt worthy perſons may 


be Bleed, 


Robert © yarls Preſident, 
Fames Clark Dec. ſen. 
Charles Mildmay Dec. jun; 
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April 5.1651. 

The ſecond monition in reference 
to an BleRion into the place of 
Mr. Hanſcomb , was publiſh'd in fall 
meeting according to the Statute and 
Cuſtom of our Colledge,by me 


Robert Luarls Prelident. 
Preſentibus Soctis 

Folm Francins. | James Goodale. 
Charles Hotbam, eres C _— 
Fames Cl, alpb Heywood. 
Francis Brock. 7/7 Sam's. 
Edward Sam's. 
Charles Mildmay. 

The EleRion preſently followed ac- 
cording to the Schedule hereunto 
annexed pagina ſequenti. 

This is a true? 
extra& out of the 
Colledge Diary, Ro, Luavls 
which wich the Preſ, 
following Scke. Ja. Clark 


dule is a full? S ſen.Dec, 
account of our 
whole proceed- 
ings concerning 
the aforeſaid E- | 
le&ion. ; 


Ita te 
in 

2 
5 
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Aprilis 5. Anno Dom, 1651. 
Convenrus Przlidis & Sociorum 
Collegii S* Petri Cantabr. pro Ele- 
Rione novi Socii in locum Magi- 
ſtri H.1z/comb nunc vacantem, oRi- 
duo poſt primam monitionem in» 
rerpohito, 


Go Johannes Francius elizo Tobiam 

Conyers Eboyacenſem in Artibus 
Baccalaureum, in locum Mag'ſtri Hanſ- 
comb ſupradittum 3 [cd tn annum proe 
bationy tantum, 

Ego Carolus Hotham eligo Tobiam 
Conyers Eboracenſem in Artitbas Bao 
calaureum, in cum ſuprad:tlum z 10g; 
mn anzuum probatienis tantum. 

Ego Jacobus .Clark e/go Tobiam 
Conyers Eboracenſem in Artibus Buc— 
calaureuwn , in locum ſupradiflum ; 
idg; in annum probationy tantum. 

Ego Franciſcus Brock eligo | obiam 
Conyers Eboracenſem in Artibus Bac- 
calaurcum, in locum ſupradiflum ; idg, 
in aznum probationis tantum. 

Ego Edwardus Sam's eligo Tobiam 
Conyers Eboracenſem in Artibus Bacca- 
laureum, in locum ſupraditium ; idg; in 
annum probationy tant ume 


EZ” 
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Ego Carolus Mildmay c/igo Tobiam 
Conyers Evoracenſcw in Artibus Bac- 
calawreum, in locum [npraditum 3 idgy 
In annum probationis tantum. 

Ego Jacobus Goodie eligo Johan : 
nem Quarles Norfo/crenſem in Artibus 
B.iccalaureum, in locum [upraditiuns ; 
1dg; in annum probationis tmtnm. 

Ego» Thomas Church e':go Guliel. 
mum Sravely Leiceſtricnſcem in A. tibus 
Bucalaureum, in licum ſup/adiFlum 3 
idg, in annim r014t onis tan' Wilts 

Fen _— Heywood el:go Gu» 
liclum Stavely L-ice/trienſcem in Arti- 
bus Baccalaureu mm ilocum Plupradiflum, 
idg, in annum probationis tauttim. 

Eg0 Guliclmus S1m's go Tobiam 
Conyers Eboracen/em in A tibus Bats 
calaurewn in locum ſupradiAlitm ; idg; 
in annum probationis tantum, 

E210 Robertus Quarles P- #/7s bujes 
Collegit, elign, &+ el. um a majors paite 
Snciorum Pronuncio Tobiam Conyers 
Ehroracenſem in A-tibus Batcalaurenm, 
in locum Matthzi Hanſcomb ſujradi- 
(lam; in annum probationis tantwn, 


F 3 Formula 
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Formula admiffionis eodem die 


poſt leRionem ſtaturorum & ju- 
ramenti przſtationem. 


Autboritate mibi commi([a, Ego Ro- 
bertus Quarles Pre/es hujus Collegti, 
Admitto te Tobiam Conyers in Soczum 
bujus Collegii, ex antiqua ſundatione, ad 
annum probatiosis & convitnm, 

Robert Quarles Preſes Collegis, 


Vera Copia, & concordat cum 
Originall. 
7 Robertus Quarles Pracles, 
_— Fa. Clark (en, Dec, 
ute 7 Cha, Mildmay Dec. jun. 


But the Maſter, who would neither 
according tochis duty come down to 
be preſent atth? El.Rion, nor ſo far 
own the Colledge, whoſe Rights he is 
by the fundamental S:atute to bea 
Patron of, as to acquaint us with any 
exceptions he had againſt the perſon in 
view: ( onely as we hear, he ſent 
fome privace Letters to the Prefi- 
dene, withoue any communication 
to the $oclery , that Sir Conyers might 
not be Ele&ed ; rogether with ſome 
other private inſtru&ions to a crea. 


ture or two of his own, ) like an 
Enemy, 
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Enemy, rather then Maſter of the 
Colledge, comes to the Committee to 
accuſe the perion ele&ed , bringing 
with him one of his own creatures, who 
being preſcnt at the Ele&ion, would 
not before the Society produce any 
exception againſt Sr Conyers, bur ic 
ſeems, according to the Maſters in- 
ſruRlons , reſerved them tg be pra- 
duc'd as 2 ſcandal to the gp 
{who were the EleQors ) before the 
Committee. 

The Maſters exceptions were much 
to the ſame effcRt with thoſe before 
mentioned, 

Firſt, that ke had been a malignant, 
and had drunk the Kings health upon 
his knees, and for theſe miſdemeanors 
had been publickly correted, and was 
ſent away Into the Country by his Tu- 
tor as incorrigible. 

2+ I hat he had been guilty of Here» 
fie and blaſphemy , and upon that 
account was reſuſed at St, Jobns 
Colledge, where he once Itood for a 
Fellowſhip. 

In anſwer to which, I being his Tu. 
tor, made before the Committee this 
ſummary relation of his life. 

That he being recommended to me 
F 4 by 
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by his Father, a godly Miniſtcr in 
Tork»ſbire , and one who had ſuffered 
much for the Partiament; I took him 
at his firſt admiſſion into the Col- 
ledge about ihe age of fixteen years 
to be my poor Schular, in which ſervice 
he demeaning himſclf with all faith- 
fulneſs and diligence, and ſhewing 
himſelf in the quick apprehenkon of 
what ever was laid before him, one of 
extraurdinary parts and induftry; that 
his further prohciency might not be 
hindred by thoſe necefiary diverfions 
of ſervice, I deſired to promote him to 
the degree of a Penfioner;in which way 
ke being not able ro maintain bim. 
ſelf wichour ſome concurrenc helps, 
I was 2 ſuiter to the Maſter to confer 
upon him the Chappel Clerks place 
then vacant, The Maſter, as [ was told 
by a third perſon, who made the moti - 
on.to him, was willing to ir, if I would 
have track*d with him ; je. if I would 
have received one of his recommenda- 
tion ro be my poor Schoolar in his 
place z bur I being otherwiſe engaged, 
could not do it, and fo could not ob: 
tain the Maſters conſent ; yer was dil- 
mi(s'd with this intimation of hopes, 
That there would be ere long more 

va- 
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vacancies of theſe places, which fell 
out accordingly 3 bur he whom I had 
_ for was never the nearer; for 
ill one or other was promoted before 
him. Which obſerving, I cook my op- 
portunity, upon a vacancy that ha 
ned, to repreſent the caſe to the Pref1- 
dent and Deans, who convinc'd of the 
poor Lads deſervings, ele&ted him 
wichout the Maſters concurrence. This 
the Maſter reſented ſo deeply, as at his 
return he did (as I have been certainly 
enformed)call the Prefident(a man of 
more ſtanding and worth then him- 
ſelf ) by ſuch a fou] name, as Iam 
aſhamed to mention. And in paſſion 
would, had not I withſtood him, under 
pretence of tranſ] tion, have thruſt this 
poor youth our of his place of cight or 
nine pounds a year,into poor a place of 
three or four pounds a year ; and has 
ever ſince that time born him an im- 
placable malice. 
lhe poor youth being ſomething 
elared wich this ſudden promotion be- 
gan a lirtle ro lay himſelf open to 
temptation, and as was before relared, 
through the ſeducement of a malig- 
nant, whom ke fell acquainted with, 
was lomething _ , and by chance 
5 a 
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a Rakel of Pembrofe-Hall coming in te 
our Butterles,and beginning the Kings 
health , 'twas his unhappineſs (as of 
ſome other ſimple Lads there preſent, - 
who were no malignants) to pledge it, 
yer not upon hls kneeszas was alledped: 
hearing of this, I ſenc for him, and 
finding the original of chis diftemper 
to proce from a Chamber- fellow 
with whom wikhout my privity he had 
affoclated himſelf, 1 commanded him 
back to his former Chamber, but he 
refuſing, that the example of his miſ- 
demeanor and diſobedience might not 
further infe& the Colledge by his im- 
unity , I correRed him publickly be- 
ore two or three of the Scholars in my 
Chamber z and becauſe I conceived 
a Fathers admonitions might be moſt 
powerful with kim, ' ſenthim down to 
the Countrey with Letters to his Fa- 
ther , informing him how the caſe 
ſtood, that if a real reformation ſhould 
appear in him, he ſhould be welcom to 
me again z if not,that he muſt diſpoſe 
of him ſome other where , for I would 
own none ſuch as he was in that pre- 
ſent condition : ſo after ſome rea(on. 
able lay in the Countrey, his Father 
returned kim-up to me again, as a 
reformed 
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reformed man, of which he gave good 
evidence by a whole years plous and 
religious converſation. And beſides, 
betrer to ſarisfie my (elf, 1 enquired 
concerning him of ſome honeit and 
religious lads whom I durft truſt, who 
profeſſed ro me, that he kad divers 
times in their kearing teſtified his grear 
forrow for his former miſcarrlages ; 
and that ro them he then appeared, aſ— 
much as could be, of a truly pious 
diſpoſition, Hereupon the youth havin 
taken his degree of Bachelor of Arts, f 
began to look out for ſome preferment 
for him,and knowing the Maſters ma. 
lice to himwas ſuch as 'twas impoſhble 
without higher conteſts chen 1 was wil« 
ling eo engage In, to prefer him in our 
own Colledge, and hearing of a way 
open in St, Fobm Colledge, 1 madea 
ſuit ro ſome of that C olledge in his be» 
half, acquainting them fully with the 
worſt of this which the Maſter now 
objeRs, and received from them good 
encouragement> 

Bur the day before their fitting, I 
received a note from one of the Fel. 
lows there, of a report they had heard 
of ſome Arminian tenent which he 


had maintained in the Schpols, where» 
upon 
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upon I ſent for Sir Conyers,and charg'd 
him with it 3 chid him for that he had , 
contrary to. my counſels, troubled his 
head in his unriper years with the ſtudy 
of the contentious part of Divinityzyet 
withall charg'd him with all ſeverity, 
that whatſoever opinion, though never 
ſo heterodox, he was poitefſed of in his 
judgement, he ſhould not deny it for 
any worldly preferment ; bur if thoſe 
things which be was ſaid to have diſpu- 


ted for in the Schools were not his 
judgement, he ſhould then expoſe him. 
ſelf ro examination to clear himſelf of 
thoſe aſperſions : his anſwer to me 


was, that he had not maintain'd any 
thing that way as his judgement, and 
that he doubted not of giving ſatisfa- 
Rion in any reaſonable way that could 
be expeRed : Whereupon I writ to 
St. Zobns Colledge, that I wondred any 
thing uttered by way of diſpute in 
thoſe rumultuary velitations, ſhould be 
eftcemed an argument of a mans 
Judgement, and that Sir Comers was 
ready tv give fſatisfation to ought 
could bealledged againſt him : Bur I 
was anſ{wered, that the time of eleRion 
being now come, the ſuſpition that was 
conceived of him could not be removed 

in 
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M ſuch an inſtant, and that therefore ir 
was better to forbear fitting 3 which 
counſel of his was accordingly fol- 
lowed. 

So the poor young man diſtirute of 
maintenance, Was not able to continue 
longer in the Colledge, but retired to 
a employment into Norfolk , 
wr he hath liv'd neer the — 
whole year 3 during which time, what 
his behaviour hath been, and what 
opinlon the religious, and well- 
atteQ&ed of that place have of him, this 
teſtimony of men well known to ſome 
members of this Commitree, which I 
delire may be rehearſed before you, 
will make ir appear. 

Norff. 

Theſeare to certifie all whom it may 
concern, that Mr, Tobias Conyers, now 
rehdent in Hapton, hath, during Ms 
abode here, been blameleſ(s in his Jif 
and converſation, uſeful in teaching 
of children, and painful and induſtri» 
ous in his calling and ſtudies: And 
that from time to time he hath ſhewed 
good affe&ion to the preſent Governe 
ment, and ſettlement of the Common- 
weal:hzand kath been deſirous after the 
b:{t chings, and exprefled much long- 

ng 
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log afrer communion with God in 
holy duties, and Ordinances z and 
hath laboured to promote the cauſe of 
God to the utmoſt of his power, as 
he bath had opportunity ; declaring 
much love cothe Truth, preferring the 
ſociety of che godly, and turning from 
ſuch as are otherwiſe minded : All 
which things, we whoſe names are un. 
derwritten do very freely and heartily 
reſtifie, this 21% of February, 
1650, 


John Reymes. 

Edward waile, Paſtor of the 
Church at Hapton. 

Nathaniel 3rewfter, Miniſter 
cf Neatſhead. 

Mitbael whitefoot. 


So you ſee the man was no ortginf 
malignant, nor was he ever any drunk- 
ard, or otherwiſe ſcandalous perſon, 
but onely for a ſhort time ſeduced, and 
quickly cured of his diſtemper : as for 
a ſcandal which 'twas his unhappi- 
neſs to fall into, he received then con- 
dign puniſhment, and therefore oughe 
not to be punithed again for the ſame, 
eſpecially his life both before and afte: 

FA being 
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being exemplarily vercuous z and be® 
Gdes, having voluncarily upon the fuſt 
coming out of the AR of Farliament 
for thac TIrSns the engage. 
ment, which in othcr caſes hath been 
—_— alone ſufficient to qualifie a 
man for keeping his old, or acquiring 
new preferment, 

As for Blaſphemy, 'tis by the Maſter 
only alledged, not proved z nor do [ 
believe he was ever guilty of ir in the 
leaſt. But with Epiſcopal ſpirits every 
petty difference in opinion is a capital 
crime : and not to ſay Amen (though 
without underſtanding) to each ar- 
ticle of their voluminous Creed, is 
blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
They not conſidering, that the paſſage 
of religious ſpirits is, as through many 
tribulations into the Kingdom ofGod, 
ſo through many errors into the true 
knowledge of God, 

Beſides, it might have been confider. 
ed, that his cletion was onely as 
Probationer, during which time,being 
a whole year, he was to {tand upon his 
good behaviour, and if in all thar time 
he gave juſt cauſe cf offence, was by 
our Statute to be denied acmit:ance 
into perpetuity ot his poſſeſſion, And 
therefore 
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therefore the danger of him, if there 
were any, was not conſiderable, But 
that we have one in our Colledge put 
in by this Committee, who fince the 
date of this miſdemeanor. was ſo ma. 
lignant, as publikely, in the face of all 
the Colledge aſſembled cogerher, to 
parallel the Parliament for their pro» 
ceedings with the King,&c. with the 
Powder treaſon of rhe 5 wins and Pa- 
piſts, contrived and carried on under 

retence of Religion, Now this man 
þcing made Fellow by this Com- 
mittee, we did not, in regard he was 
otherwiſe a man of good deſert, oppoſe 
our ſelves againſt his admittance, ene- 
ly in regard of his late diſaffe&ion,pe- 
titioned this Commitree,that he might 
according to our Statute .ſtand upon 
his good behaviour for one ey 
a final (etlement in his place : But in 
this caſe, the Maſter neither regarding 
the obligation upon him by our Sta— 
tute, nor by his engagement to be true 
and faithful ro the Commonwealth of 
Eng/and, would neither petition him - 
ſe]t, nor joyn with us in that petition : 
whence tis apparent, that the great ob+ 
jeR of his diſt ate here was not the ma» 


Lignancy,but only the perſon, now clear 
enough 
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enongh from that difeaſe. 

Laſtly, though I will-not take upon 
me to enqure into the hidden myſteries 
of a Superior Power z yet this I ſhall 
ſay, that that power which can ejeR a 
man out of his legal pofſeſſion for a 
miſdemeanor of a date of neer two 
years old, committed and punithed in 
the days of his minority, long before 
his entrance into chat pofſeſſion, muft 
ſure be very tranſcendent, and above 
that of any, eicher common Law or 
Chancery, tha I have heard of- 

The Committee having heard what 
they — tic on both ſides , we were 
commanded according to cuſtome, to 
withdraw, and the doors to be ſhut. 

What was ſaid pro, or con at the pri- 
vate debate, the man with the great 
Beard onely knows, But che icſulc was 
as followeth. 


April. 10, 1651. 
At the Committee for Reforma- 
tion of the Vatvc {ities 


Or as much as it appears to this 
Committee, that Tobias Conyers, e + 
le&cd by the Fellows of Petey- Howſe, 
irito the Fellowſhip of Mr. Hanſcomb, 
hath 
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hath been guilty of ſcandal, and malig- 
nancy, therefore this Committee ad- 
judge him uafir for this Fellowſhip, 

Reſolved, 

That this Committee will chuſe a Fel« 
low into the place of Mr.Conyers thu 
day fortnight. 

One who was the Maſters Sizar, 
and who, for ought that yer appears, 
never (ubſcribed the Engagement, is 
now pur into this Fellowſhip. 

1 h:(e things I have been inforc'd 
to publiſh for vindication of the Col- 
ledges repute from thoſe ſcandals en- 
deavor'd to be thrown upon it by onr 
unworthy Miſter 3 In which (being 
little more then a bare hiſtorical nar- 
rative of the proceedings) 1 do not in 
the leaſt cake upon me to judge of the 
Honorable Commirtees ſeverity in this 
their cenlure upon Sir Cony?rs, only to 
make it appear, that the Preſident and 
Fellows in their choice of him did no- 
thing but what ws agreeable ro their 
truſt both as members of the Colledge 
and Commonwealth, 


A 
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A Letter from our Preſident 
to one of the Saciety in 
London, por occaſion of 
the Maſters man bting 
made Fellow of our Col- 
ledge, 


Sir, 
Marvel Maſter Becher negleQed hs 
place in this faſhion he did. For my 
= I defire him much to the contrary, 
Charch is admi:ted into it ; after 
ſeven dayes (prefixed by the Fellows) 
were expired, Sir Heywood the under 
Butler did w—_ yeſterday morning 
another Order for Mr, Majors place 
which we do much wonder at, ſeeing 
Dr. Seaman at his laſt being at Cham- 
bridge, did both give ſeveral Statutable 
reaſons ; why this place ought to be 
kept void : asalſo did promiſe, to do 
his beſt indeavors that it might be alſo, 
Being then, that Dr.Seaman, and the 
major part of our Society are now at 
London, | thought good to make a ſtop 
of Sir Heywoods admiflion for ſeven 
dayes, 
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dayes, till we hear what your mind is. 
I do not know where Mr. Hotham, 
Mr. Cla:k , and Mr, Brock have th:ir 
lodgings at Lexdon : otherwile 1 had 
written to them alſo. I have acquainted 
Dr. Seaman to the (elf-ſame purpoſe 
yeſterday being Tucſday and tie 24 of 
_—_— at the receipt of that Order. 

ſent my Letter unto him with one 
Green 2 Camb-1dgr Letter Carrier and 
delivered the Letter my («lt unto him, 
npon Tucſday laſt before he went, 1 
pray preſent my beſt reſpeRs to your 

rother DoQRor, and our Society now 
at Lon{on, With the wiſhes of a happy 
new year, | reſt; deſiring to kear of 
you this week, 


Sir, I 49 yours, 1.F. 


Cambridee in 
haſte. January 
25. 1650, 
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A Letter from one of our $0- 
ciety upon the ſame occa- 
ſion, ts another of our Fel« 
lows then in London. 


Sits 

ince your departure, there is ano 

cher Mand1mius com: to ſupply Mr, 
Majors Fellowihip, >ir Hrywood hath 
got it, and expe&s his admiſſion 
daily z bur Dr Franc hath ſent to 
the Maſter to know his reſolucion, as 
a'ſ> the minds of the Fellows which 
a:e in London, determining to defer his 
admiſſion ti:l h- hath received your 
anlwers , or be aſcertain'd wheth:r 
you will vindicate the Colledge from 
ſuch a manifeſt violation, and intruſt- 
on, or not, vir, there are a conſidera. 
ble part of our Sociery now in London, 
it much concerns you ro at your ut- 
moſt, to deliver your ſcif and the Col. 
ledge from ſo great a detriment: You 
may preſs the Maſter with thoſe prote- 
{tatious which he made the laſt time he 
was with us, whether they are not in” 
compatible wich Sir Heywoods Man- 
date, 
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date, or whether his vow which openly 
ke expreſt, to keep void thar Fellow, 
ſhip, be conſonant with the obRAaining 
an inſtrument to put in hls own man. 
$ir, you know the manner of his pro» 
ceedings better then I can inform you, 
only I thought it neccflary to give you 
notice of ir, 1eſt che ſeven dayes thould 
be expired before you were acquainted 
with it I have nothing elſe bur my 
Service to preſent unto your (elf, Mr, 
Hotham, and all the Society with you, 
.and to ſubſcribe my ſelf. 


Yours, exc,C,M: 


Decemb.a1,—56, 


FINIS. 


